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Dr. Nirmalya Banerjee, Hon'ble Member- Secretary West Bengal State Council
of Higher Education inspected Balurghat B.Ed. College on 20-02-2004

‘Hon'’ble Vice- Chancellor of University of North Bengal deputed
an /Inspection Team on 24-06-2004 at Balurghat B.Ed. College

Dr. V.K. Sunwani & Dr. Bhagaban Subudhi
(Experts of ERC, NCTE)
Inspected our College on 18-05-2005
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BALURGHAT B.ED. COLLEGE
(AUTONOMOUS)
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE — 2025-2026

Board of Advisers:

Sri Haripada Saha, Academic Adviser.

Dr. Asish Kumar Das, Former Principal of Balurghat College and
Member, Governing Body.
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Dr. Chand Kumar Das, Assistant Professor, (B.Ed. Section).
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WORDS OF PLEASURES AND
FELICITATIONS FROM THE CHAIR

Achievement is not a single night’s easy endeavour, it is the
fruit of the achiever’s silent, toilsome and steady step accompanied
with fixed aim and determination to render his rational dream into
a reality. The journal titled Bhabikal has embarked on its journey
with the establishment of Balurghat B.Ed. College in 2004, presently
provided with the autonomous status by the University Grants
Commission in due consideration of its satisfactory high academic
activities performances and required transparent management
and administration. Bhabikal completed twenty two years of its
publication first’as a college magazine and then as a research and
creative journal with international quality and standard. It has been
playing a remarkable role in providing a recognized platform for
students, faculties, scholars, researchers, educationists, social and
educational thinkers to express in writing their creative writings,
new and novel ideas and concepts, tested knowledge, insightful
thoughts on general education and teacher education, new approaches
to pedagogy and teaching methods for effective learning, research
findings and firsthand experiences of life and real-world situations.

This journal has touched a new height of excellence as a
multi-disciplinary anthology and qualitative and standard edition,
published annually in the form of book with “International Standard
Book Number (ISBN). It has been an academic voice of students
and medium revelation of researchers and educational thinkers’
research-based knowledge, added to existing knowledge. It has been
encouraging students since its first publication in 2025 to write on
diverse academic fields and topics of literary interest. It pleasures me
to articulate with least exaggeration that Bhabikal helps the students
develop their language skills, nurture their critical thinking and

strengthen their abilities in creative writing.

JefREit .9, FeTe (FHiFTe) @ OIS



Bhabikal as a research and literary journal which has been
greatly appreciated for high quality is an academic asset of the college.
It is an addition to the academic fame and institutional reputation of
Balurghat B.Ed. College (autonomous) as a post graduate college
of teacher education nationwide. This is a priceless achievement of
the college touched through the unquestionable dedication and united
endeavour of the faculties and students of the college. The Board
of Editors of Bhabika deserves appreciation for inviting articles and
creative writings and properly editing them to them all qualitatively
fit for publication in this journal. All the Contributors to this journal
are specially thanked for their writings accepted and selected for
publication.

(Dr. Sukanta Majumdar, Minister of State for Education and
Development of North Eastern Region, Government of India, Dr.
Dibyajyoti Mahanta, Chairperson, ERC, National Council for Teacher
Education, New Delhi and the District Magistrate, Dakshin Dinajpur
have highly spoken of the great academic initiatives of Balurghat
B.Ed. College (Autonomous) to raise the college to the height of
academic excellence in the state.)

The hon’ble Vice Chancellors of the universities in West
Bengal who have been pleased to send their messages to the college
wishing the successful release of the journal in the month of June,
2026 and cordially thanked as their message have been a fountain of
strong inspiration for the college to continue its effort to qualitatively
enrich the annual journal. Everybody including the members of the
Governing Body of the college and the teaching and administrative and

support staff associated the institution held in grateful remembrance.

Do Naba Himar Das

President
Balurghat B.Ed. College ( Autonomous)
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Principal’s Message

It gives me immense pleasure and profound pride to present
the Annual College Magazine Bhavikaal of Balurghat B.Ed. College
(Autonomous).

The name Bhavikaal signifies the “Future,” and indeed, the
future of our nation rests on the hands of enlightened teachers. As
an Autonomous Teacher Education Institution, our responsibility
extends beyond imparting knowledge — we are entrusted with
shaping minds, nurturing values, and preparing educators who will
guide generations to come.

This ISBN edition of Bhavikaal marks an important academic
milestone. It reflects our commitment to scholarly excellence,
intellectual integrity, research culture, and academic documentation.
The publication not only showcases literary creativity but also
represents the vibrant academic atmosphere of our institution.

At Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous), we believe that
true education integrates:

* Academic rigor and research orientation

* Innovative pedagogical practices

¢ Cultural and linguistic diversity

¢ Ethical values and social responsibility

* Creative and critical thinking

I look forward to reading the contributions in this volume,
which range from research-based articles and reflective essays to
poetry, short stories, and thought-provoking commentaries. These
writings demonstrate the intellectual depth and creative spirit of our
students and faculty members. Such initiatives strengthen confidence,
communication skills, and professional competence — qualities that
are essential for future educators.

As we move forward in our journey toward higher academic

benchmarks and quality enhancement, publications like Bhavikaal

JefREit .9, FeTe (FHiFTe) q OIS



play a significant role in fostering a culture of inquiry, documentation,
and innovation within the institution.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to the Editorial Board,
faculty members, student contributors, and all those who have worked
tirelessly to bring this magazine to fruition. Your dedication and
collaborative spirit reflect the true essence of academic excellence.

May Bhavikaal continue to inspire, enlighten, and empower

us to build a future grounded in knowledge, compassion, and wisdom.

With warm regards and best wishes,
Profs (Do) Boblby Matanta

Principal
Balurghat B.Ed. College ( Autonomous)
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Messuge
Tt & & plewsure o Jearm that Balurghat 7LEQ, Colbeye, n premics automomans instifuiom in
Marth Bengal, is refensing the 2204 edition of e armunl Tesearch and litezary journal,
*Bhebikal”, in By 2026,

Sinee its estllishment in 2004, the callegs his been stmadfost in fts mission 1o pravide high-
quality teacher education, paniculady to studends From disadvantawed backgrounds. Bw
aururing beth ncademic eveellence ard litetary crestivity, the institition plays o pivotal mie
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Inguiry. | belisve this joumal will continse g inspire sludents, educators, g cOtRbLTE [
pursue schalarly exeellence and fosder irevation i the fekd of lencher ethication.

1 comgratizlnte the managtment, faculty, and wudents af Balurghni BEd, College [or 1his
commerdehle initiative; May this jourial serve s o beacon of aeademic beillines and
comtimue 1 contribuie pasitively o the gedenic Inrbicupe of F Goaniy,

My best wishes for the succesafil rebenne of the
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knstituizan,

Or. Eukirta Majom gy
it lnn-nfmh ﬁt A
|i.m
gl a‘f ==

iDr:. Sukants Majunsdar)

—_—
MEM :ﬂ'ﬂmﬂn syt i Heam i vursi, Wiy Db 1150601 Tl 11 $1-2YR T, I TIBE 1S Far o, AR T- 11,
MU0 N Mooy ieiniod. R pi e sy e i o i i)

IR .. eeter (FiFTe) ® QA



Baba Saheb Ambedker Edseation Univerdity
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June 8, 2026

MESSAGE

On the occasion of the publication of the College Magazine "BHABIKAL® of
Balurghat B.Ed. College { Autonomous)] am 1o congratulate: the authorities of the
College for taking such good initiative, | belisve that the Annual Magazine containing
valushle articles from the teachers, students snd scholars, will be educative and
informmnative and will serve the innovative minds of the futuré aspirations of Teacher
Education. | convey my best wishes to the teachers, students, non-leaching staff and
also those who are associated with this publication,

I wish the College authorities every success, in their future endeavors.

[Eratehile WHUTTEPY)

E-mail: veaghsaguniy@gmail.com
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rr. Dibyajvot Mahanta Office < G-7, Sector 14,

Chairperson, ERC Drwarka Mew Drelhi-1 10075
Wational Council for Teacher Education Resdence | Guwahal,
Mew Delhi Assain

MESSAGE

1t is a matier of immense pleasure to learn that Balurghat B Fd College { Autono-
mous), allilinted 1o Baba Saheb Ambedkar Education University, Kelkat is prepanng
1o release iis 22nd volume of College Annunl Rescarch and Literary Jowrmal, titled
Bhabikal, 2026. The President of the College Munagement Comumiitee has requested
through o letier 1o send a Messape [on the journal. From the letter itseff, | have come (o
know that *Bhabsikal’ is the academic, research-based voce and reflection of the excel-
lence of literary creativity of the voung minds which is truly aligned with the mission
of the collcge 1o provide quality teacher education o prospective weachers, especially
1o those whao belong to the disadvantaged classes in the North Bengal

We all know that education 15 the foundation of progross in all aspects of a nation.
[n the 215t century, soephisticated technological advancements, elobalization, and
evalving social requircnents have rapidly wransformed the educativaal Jandscape,
making it more dynamie and demanding, partculacly in the context of the Natienal
Education Palicy 2024,

Tam confident that the entire college comumunity has been consisiently domg com-
mendable works since its estiablishment i the year 2004 The collective expenences
would undoubtedly contribute 1o the: success of teacher education m particular and
education in general, helping the managenent to achieve its abjectives and ideals. New
ideas and policies are o be deliberated by rescarchers, and the teachers and the peers
are to guide properly those would be leachers which 15 equally significant in the
context of recen trends in cducation

I extend my warm greetings and best wishes o the Management, Principal,
Faculty Members, Students, Employees, and other stakcholders. T take this opportunity
to encournge all of them 1o continue their dedicated effors 0 advancing the mstilu-
tion’s glory and progress, which will ceramby uplift both the region amd the nation

Wishing you all the besi. =
T
(Dibyajyol Mahania)
Dhage: A0=052026
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DAKSHIN DINAJPUR UNIVERSITY
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Message

It gives me immense pletsure to leam obout the publicstion of the 22nd Annual Research and
Literary loumal *Bhabikal® of Balurghat B.Ed, College (Autonomous). | extend my heartfelt

grestings and best wishes to the editorial board, contributors, teachers, and students asociated
with this esteerned ooodemic venture,

The name "Bhabikal” iself carries o deep and inspiring meaning — & signifies the future shaped
by thoughts, deas, creativity, and bnowledge. & journal with swch a meaningful tithe truly reflects
the wision of nurturing thoughtful teachers, creative minds, and resporsible ctizens who Wil
shape the future of ety through edusation, research, and literary excallence.

A research and lterary joumal ploys o sanificant rale in nurturing intellectual curicity, creative
expresiion, and acadernic moeflence among students and teachers. Bhablbal, e an ocodemic
and research-bosed publication, provides o woluable plotform for aaspiring teachers. scholars, and
writers to express thelr ideay, share research findings, and contribute to the werld of knoudedge
and lberature, Such Initictives ore  ewentiodl In deveboping  oritical thinking,  sclentific
temperament, creativity, and reflective proctices ameong future educoton,

Balurghat B.Ed Callege {Autononmseus) hias been cortributing sgrificantly to teacher education
dnce its estoblishment in 2004, espedially in providing cpportunities to students from diverse and
disndvantoged badegrounds in Morth Bengal, The publication of this journal reflects the

institudion’s commitrent bo  ocodemic  excellence, research  orientation, ond literary
deeloprment.

| am confident that the 2026 kswe of Bhabikal will continue tha trodition of scodembc quelity
ﬂﬁdﬂmﬁmuﬁﬂmmmm“hsﬂmﬂu%mmwmtnmm more

actively in research ond Bterary activities. | congrotuleats the editoriol board far their sincere
efforts in bringlng out this publication.

| eormiey my best wishes for the grand succes of Bhobikal 2026 and hope thet this javsmal will
continue B0 enlighten minds ond knspire future educaton ond rewearches,

With best withes and regards.

Tac

Prof Pransts Ghash, FRSE

Diakshin Dinnjpur, West Bengel - 733001, O, | 03522796202 wwwwddumiv.orin

MG 4.9, TS (FHFTe) 5% RIS



UNIVERSITY OF GOUR BANGA

Established under Wesd Bengal Act XXV of 2007
|Ricogmined U/S 200 & L1 of the UG Act|

Viee-Chuncellor E-rmml: veigugh.ac,in
Frof. Ashis Bhattacharjee Mohile: S 2E6266
Hel, 14/UGRAVC-26 - 24 IR0

MESSAGE

| am delighted 1o know that Ralurghat 13 Ed, College is bringing vut the 22md edition
of its annual research and literary jouwrnal, 'Bhabikal’, i 2026,

A publication of this nature 15 a wonderful reflection of an nsttution's commitment to
acidenme excellence and creative expression, 1t s expected that it shall provide an excelient
plasform for peospective rescarchers and faculty members to articulate their thoughts, share
their research, and showeuse their literary talents.

[extend my heartiest congratulations 1o the editorial board, the contrbuters. and the
enbire college fraternity for their contimuous dedication to quality teacher education,

Prof, Ashis Bharacharjes
Wice-Chancellor

University of Gour Banga
Malda, West Bengal

I wish the publication of "Bhahikal' 2026 a rrand success.

PLd Mokdumpur, D51, Malda, West Bengal, Pin: 732183 findig)
LIRL: wwow uph a0
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RAIGANJ UNIVERSITY

—_—
»
Professor {Dr.) Arnab Sen * i E i R e
Vice-Chancellor T Emad | sl sayan rarady.ac.in
Message

It gives me immenss pleasure 1o know that Balerphat B Ed, College (Autonpmous) is
bringing out its 22nd annwl research and lierry jourmal Bkl in 2026,

Over the yvears, the instiiution has congistently upheld s commitment (o gualily
tepcher educations guided by the norms of NCTE. UGC. and its affibisting university, Tis
dedication o nurturing acaclernic encellence, especially wmenyg students from diverse end
disadvantaged backgrounds. is tuly commendable.

A jouwrmnal like Shabikal serves as un important platform for antellectual exchange,
critical thinking, and creative expression. [t encoursges. stuwdents, tcachers, and scholars o
crngage in meaningful rescarch and contribute o the enrichment of knowledge ond literomme
Such mnittatives play @ vital role in fostering a vibrant academic calture within the instinton.

| wm confident thar thiz publication will ¢ontinue to inspire young minds, promotc
scholarly pursuits, and uphold the values of innovation and excellence n education,

T extend my heartfelt congratulations to the editorral ream, comrtbutors,-and the entre

college community for their sincerd efforts in bringing out this isaue. 1 wish the joumal every
EUCCeEs in s endedyor.

D (¥ ()4 026 [Prof. A Sen)
':hﬂllml'l'nr
ml ulurlslqr
Pla-T331 34, India
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Diamond Harbour Women's University
Diampond Harboar Bosd, Sarisha, South 24 Parganas, West Boangal- 743364

Prof. Dr. Mita nﬂneﬂeﬁ tarmer Viee Chaneslar of E3evashees Unfierdy: Murzhidabad
Unreerfy PAdditonal Chargel. Phe Wiest Borgai Lrssrsity af

Wice Chancellor foahers Tratting, Frlucaron, Manning & s

Diamand Harbaur Womon's Univesity ey Baha sahel ambediar Cucation Uriversity

Maessage for the Annual Journal “Blabilal - 2026

T delighted o learn that Safnesshes 854 Collepe ddwiomsmans) is bringmg out the 22nd
bssue of s annual research and literary jourral, “Bhabikal - 2026.° | sxiend my hearfel
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From Duration to Depth: Reimagining Teacher
Education in the Era of ITEP and NEP 2020
Prof. Dr. Bobby Mahanta
Principal, Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

Abstract :

Teacher education in India has undergone a significant
structural and philosophical transformation over the past decade.
The transition from a one-year B.Ed. programme to a two-year
intensive curriculum marked a shift from compressed certification
to comprehensive professional preparation. With the introduction of
the Integrated Teacher Education Programme (ITEP) aligned with
the vision of National Education Policy 2020, teacher preparation
has entered a new era that emphasizes multidisciplinary foundations,
competency-based learning, research orientation, and holistic
development. This article reflects on this progressive transition,
highlighting institutional preparedness, the adoption of the semester
system, and the evolving identity of teacher education as a dynamic,

research-driven professional discipline.

Keywords:
Teacher Education Reform, Two-Year B.Ed., ITEP, NEP
2020, Semester System, Multidisciplinary Education, Professional

Standards, Curriculum Transformation
“Teacher education must not prepare instructors for classrooms; it

must prepare visionaries for generations.”
— Prof. Dr. Bobby Mahanta
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Introduction:

Education systems evolve with societal needs. Teacher
education, being the foundation of schooling, must evolve even more
deliberately. The shift from the one-year B.Ed. programme to a two-
year curriculum was not merely an extension of duration — it was an
expansion of depth, rigor, and professional commitment.

The earlier one-year programme often struggled to balance
theory, pedagogy, practicum, and research within a compressed
academic calendar. Recognizing this limitation, regulatory reforms
introduced a two-year structure to allow systematic engagement with
child development, pedagogy, internship, and reflective practice.

This reform was not just structural — it was philosophical.

The Shift: From One Year to Two Years

I. The One-Year Model
a. Limited time for school internship
b. Restricted engagement with research
¢. Compressed academic and practicum components

d. Examination-oriented preparation

I1. The Two-Year Model
a. Extended school internship and field engagement
b. Inclusion of research components and action research
c¢. Greater integration of theory and practice
d. Enhanced professional ethics and reflective practice

e. Adoption of the Semester System

At Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous), the semester system
was implemented from the very inception of the two-year B.Ed. and
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M.Ed. programmes. This ensured:
a. Continuous Internal Assessment
b. Structured academic progression
c. Research-based assignments

d. Academic accountability and transparency

The semester framework strengthened academic planning and aligned

our institution with national quality benchmarks.

The ITEP Era: Aligning with NEP 2020

The introduction of the Integrated Teacher Education
Programme (ITEP) under the National Education Policy 2020
represents a transformative milestone. It proposes a four-year
multidisciplinary integrated degree combining subject knowledge,

pedagogy, research, and practicum from the beginning.

ITEP embodies:
a) Multidisciplinary learning
b) Foundational literacy and numeracy focus
¢) Competency-based assessment
d) Technology integration
e¢) Research orientation from undergraduate level

f) Strong school—institution linkage
This reform acknowledges that teacher education cannot be

an afterthought; it must be integrated into the core structure of higher

education.
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Teacher Education Transformation in India

ii. Limited school

internship

iii. Minimal research

engagement

iv. Theory-dominant

structure
v. Compressed

academic

engagement

with pedagogy
iii. Structured
internship and
practicum
iv. Introduction of
Semester System
v. Balanced
theory—practice

integration

Phase | Phase 11 Phase III
One-Year B.Ed. Two-Year B.Ed. / Integrated Teacher
Programme M.Ed. Programme Education
Programme (ITEP —
4 Year)
i. Short-term i. Extended i. Fully integrated
professional academic duration multidisciplinary
preparation ii. Deep engagement model

ii. Research-
driven from the
foundational stage
iii. Competency-
based curriculum
iv. Technology-
enabled learning
v. Aligned with NEP
2020 vision
vi. Holistic and
professional

preparation

Philosophical Reflection

Teacher education is no longer about merely producing degree

holders; it is about nurturing nation-builders. As rightly expressed

in the words often attributed to William Butler Yeats, “Education

is not the filling of a vessel, but the lighting of a lamp.” This idea

beautifully captures the transformative purpose of education — to

ignite curiosity, inspire thought, and awaken intellectual potential.
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The National Education Policy 2020 emphasizes holistic and
multidisciplinary learning. In this evolving landscape, teacher
preparation must consciously cultivate:

¢ Ethical responsibility

¢ Critical thinking

¢ Inclusivity

* Technological adaptability

* Research competence

This transformation reflects a broader and deeper
understanding — that the quality of schooling depends fundamentally
on professionally trained, reflective, and competent educators. As
Lee Kuan Yew observed, “The quality of a nation cannot exceed the

quality of its teachers.”

Institutional Commitment
At Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous), we have embraced these

reforms proactively:

¢ Early adoption of the semester system
¢ Strengthening research and internship components
* Encouraging academic publications and ISBN/ISSN
documentation
* Promoting reflective and competency-based training
* Preparing to align future programmes with ITEP norms
Our journey mirrors the national transition — from duration to depth,

from instruction to transformation.

Conclusion

The movement from a one-year B.Ed. to a two-year
programme, and now toward ITEP under NEP 2020, signifies a
paradigm shift in Indian teacher education. It is not merely a policy
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change but a commitment to educational excellence.

Teacher education today is evolving into a research-driven,

multidisciplinary, and ethically grounded professional pathway. The

future of Indian education depends on how thoughtfully we implement

these reforms.

The transformation is ongoing — and we stand at a promising

threshold.
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THE SOCIO-POLITICAL AND LINGUISTIC
HISTORY OF ASSAM
Dr. (Prof.) Kalyan Pandey
Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)
M.Ed. Section

Assam is the leader state among the seven northeastern states,
widely known as ‘Seven Sisters, of India. The region is geographically
nicknamed ‘Land of Red River and Blue Hills”. The word “Assam”
is believed to have been derived from the Sanskrit word ‘Asoma’,
meaning ‘uneven’ or ‘peerless’. It is linked with the Ahom rulers
who greatly influenced the culture of the kingdom. The word ‘Assam’
that designates the region is believed to have been derived from the
Ahom people who were originally called ‘Shyam’ or ‘Sham’ with a
possible meaning ‘uneven”. In the ancient Sanskrit literature both
the names ‘Pragjyotisha” and “Kamrupa’ were used to designate
Assam. Its antiquity can be traced back to the ‘Ramayana’ and the
‘Mahabharata”, and also to the puranas. Pragjyotishathat which means
“City of Eastern Astrology’ as the region was historically associated
with Astrology, is identified with ancient Assam. Assam is alos
identified with ‘Kamrupa’ because of its historical and mythological
association with a story involving Kamdeva, who regained his form
in the region. Assam emerged through several long historical process
as a separate province with its capital at Shillong in 1874.

Before the British colonial rule Assam named ‘Ahom was
an independent kingdom ruled by different dynasties. The region had
passed through varied socio-political impacts leading to its socio-
political changes in social structure, cultural fertilization, political
ideology and education. Its socio-political and cultural history
continues to draw the attention of researchers across the world. The
history of Assam is replete with deep social, political, cultural and

spiritual significance that calls for research and exploration. Assam
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is a region of wonder with a series of mysteries still hidden in its
ancient literature and culture, social and political ups and downs.
These are almost neglected, and untaught in school education, and
thus unexplored and unknown to a large chunk of Assamese people.
It is a region of myths and folklores of magic, mantra and witchcraft
and famous for its rich culture and a high spiritual efflorescence.

The state carries historical and philosophical evidences of
people’s spiritual growth, creativity and a deep connection with the
divine which are recorded in the socio-spiritual history of Assam.
The people of Assam are traditionally simple-minded and broad-
hearted with full devotion to religion and spiritualism. Tolerance is
deeply embedded in the principle of Assamese traditional social life,
humanism is rooted in their general outlook and heroism, valour and
patriotism flow through veins. Assam as a society had with decisive
successes encountered lots of social challenges and as a kingdom,
a series of political upheavals resulting in battles and profuse
bloodshed. Assam as a state developed its distinct identity with deep
patriotic and national spirit.

Assam gradually developed into a region of rich culture with
its unique wildlife, diverse biodiversity and spiritual significance
of Hindu places of worship. The state has grown into a center for
cultural and spiritual sites with Kamakshya Temple which carries
the mythological and puranic history of high religious and spiritual
significance. It covers an area of 78438 square kilometer. The flora
and fauna of the state has a global attraction leading tourists from
across India and even the world to enthuse over visiting the state to see
and enjoy its peerless natural beauty that makes it a glamour queen.
Assam is a beauty incarnate naturally decked with the splendour
of ever-youth and unfading beauty. The flowing rivers, plain lands
with green crop plants, mountain ranges, ridge ways, hills capped
with wild plants and trees, blowing breeze and wild animals and

birds of different varieties create a spiritualizing feeling in visitors.
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The self-forgetting natural environment perceived through the all-
pervading beauty, tranquility and peace reigning supreme everywhere
in the state instills a feeling of heavenly ecstasy into all those who
visit the state and come in contact with these natural realities.

The region that has come to be socio-politically known
as the state of Assam with its territorial boundary has a more than
1500-year’s history. Its evolution as a political state under the
sovereign control of India in and onwards 1950 was marked by
various socio-political events which have already been explored by
scholars, pundits, historians and historiographers, literary writers
and researchers. The region is believed to have been founded by
Pushyavarman in the 4th century. He was the founder of the Varman
dynasty. He was a contemporary of Samudragupta, the powerful Gupta
emperor of the Gupta Dynasty. He laid the foundation of the Varman
dynasty around 350 AD. Historiographers explored the foundation of
the Varman dynasty as the beginning of the ancient era of Assam’s
history. This dynasty was considered as the first historical dynasty of
the Kamtapura kindom ! The Varman rulers traced their lineage back
to the mythical figures of Naraka, Bhagadatta and Vajradatta as found
in the ‘Mahabharata’ and “Kalika Puranas’, which were important
texts in the region?.

The history of Assam spanned from ancient kingdoms such
as Kamrupa to the foundation of the Asom Kingdom in the 13th
century. The modern name ‘Assam’ is associated with the Ahom
people. The term ‘Ahom’ stands for the ‘“Tai-Ahom people that form
an ethnic group in Northeast India. It is also used to refer to the ‘Ahom
Kingdom’ which was a medieval state in the Brahmaputra Valley that
was founded by Tai-Ahom people in 1228. The kingdom existed until
1826 because it was able to foil all attempts of the Mughal expansion
for nearly 600 years, and history records the valour and heroism of
the Ahom rulers and the significant influence of the Ahom Kingdom
on the political and social history of the region. It was ruled by
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various dynasties such as the Varman, Mlechchha and Pala. The Tai-
Ahom people, led by Sukupha, founded a kingdom in Upper Assam
in 1228. They settled in the Brahmaputra Valley and their capital was
established at Charaideo. The Ahom Kingdom lasted for centuries
with figures like Ahom military general Lachit Barphukan who
were recognized for their military leadership. The people of Assam
cannot forget the unparallel valour, patriotism, prowess, heroism and
amazing military strategies and army leadership that enabled him
to crush the Man Singh-led well-organized large Mughal Army in
the naval battle on the Brahmaputra River in 1671. He was lionized
for his unbelievable victory. He defeated the Mughals and saved the
people of Assam from large scale plunder, arson and genocide. Now
Assam is because General Lachit Braphukas was then.

The independent sovereign and political identity of Ahom
Kingdom was not possible for the kings to retain it. It was due to
various socio-political factors that weakened the Assam monarchy.
By then the East India Company took the political control of India
and the British colonial power already colonized the major territory
of India. The colonial power was basically an expansionist power
with the major motive to exploit India. Its expansionistic attention
fell upon Assam which is traditionally a region rich in mineral wealth,
wild life and forests and woodland. The aftermath of the First Anglo-
Burmese War (1824) and the Treaty of Yandabo ( 1826) brought geo-
political changes to Assam fell to the British colonial forces during
the War. Through the Treaty of Yandabo the King of Burma ceded
the region to the British.

Assam was annexed to the British Empire. The British, in
course of time, increased its military strength and consolidated their
position and control in the entire region and annexed the Kachari
Kingdom (1832), the Jainta Kingdom (1835 and the Ahom Kingdom
(1838) to form a organized province under its empire. To it, other
territories such as the Matak Kingdom and the North Cachar Hill
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district were later by 1854 annexed. The colonial rulers exploited
the resources of the region through the development of tea industry
and mining coal and oil. They introduced new land revenue systems
through the zamindari and ryotwari systems to perpetuate the process
of exploitation. They developed communication systems through the
construction of roads and railways to transport resources and facilitate
administration 3.

The Ahom kingdom ended in 1833 and was incorporated as
part of British India in 1826 since it was annexed to the kingdoms of
the entire region. This led to the restructuring of the society of Assam.
The British period saw changes in social structure. It became a multi-
ethnic, multi-linguistic, multi-cultural state under the colonial rule.
The colonial power had made a number of socio-economic changes in
Assam through the development of various infrastructures for modern
industrial complexes. They brought in workers from different parts of
India to overcome the crisis of workforce in Assam. Labourers, who
were engaged in tea plantation and coal fields and oil refineries made
a permanent settlement in Assam. Workers were required to develop
road and railways communication to transport natural resources and
industrial produces. The co-existence between Assamese and non-
Assamese people engendered cultural and linguistic hybridization.
This led to significant demographic and socio-cultural changes. The
colonial rule led to significant social, cultural and economic shifts,
resulting in the commercialization of agriculture *.

Assamese, the language, is the invention of no single person.
The Assamese script originated from the Gupta Brahmi script under
the impact of early forms of the Kamrupa script through several
stages. It was also influenced by Eastern Nagari scripts like Bengali.
It originated from Old Indo-Aryan dialects. It is rooted in Eastern
Magadhi Prakrit language. The history of the Assames language
reveals that Madhav Kandali who was a 14th century poet, was one
of the figures being instrumental in developing its literary tradition by
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rendering the Ramayana while Atmaram later standardized the script
for printing in the 19th century. He is revered as one playing a central
role in the literary history of the language °.

Madhav Kandali is almost commonly regarded as the father
of Assamese literature. He translated the Ramayana into early
Assamese. Baikunthaanath Bhagavata Bhattacharya (popularly
called Bhattadeva) introduced the literary tradition of prose
literature in Assamese in the 16” century. Madhav Kandali had
written extensively in the Assamese language and his translation
of the Ramayana, popularly known as the ‘Kotha Ramayana, is
considered as a significant contribution to Assamese literature, while
Bhattadeva, who developed high standard Assamese for Assamese
prose literature deeply influenced the tradition of Assamese prose
literature. Lakshminath Bezborao is praised and recognized for his
transformative role in giving a new shape to the modern literary
tradition in Assamese literature through his contributions to short
stories, plays and essays °.

The social history of modern Assam is marked by its
pluralistic nature lying in diverse linguistic, ethnic, religious and
cultural groups. The 20th century saw political and social movements
that have reshaped the social and political landscape of Assam. The
colonial administration introduced English in Assam and Assamese
was temporarily replaced by Bengali as the medium of instruction
in schools. This triggered widespread protest and movement leading
to the withdrawal of the colonial administrative decision of Bengali
as the medium of school level education in 1873 _. The British
administration inadvertently fostered a sense of Assamese identity
through the promotion of Assamese language and literature and
introduced printing technology in Assam leading to the publication of
newspapers in Assamese and English. The society of modern Assam
faces current social challenges such as poverty, unemployment and

political instability, but now attempts are seen to have been made
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to address the social issues and bring political stability to Assamese

society and politics.
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Overview of Radicalism in Geographical Thoughts
Sneha Mondal
B.Ed., 1st Semester
Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

Background

» Radical geography emerged mainly during the late 1960s and
early 1970s.

» It developed as a response to social inequality, political conflict,
and dissatisfaction with traditional geographical approaches,

» Traditional geography often focused on description and spatial
patterns but ignored the social and political causes behind those
patterns.

» Young geographers began questioning why poverty, inequality,
and injustice existed in particular places.

» The influence of social movements such as civil rights movements,
anti-war protests, and student movements also encouraged critical

thinking in geography.

Introduction

» Radical geography is a critical approach in human geography that
studies social problems and inequalities through spatial perspectives.

» It emphasizes the relationship between geography, society,
economy, and political power.

» The approach focuses on how economic systems like capitalism
create uneven development between regions and social groups.

» Radical geographers believe that geographical research should not
remain neutral but should help solve social problems.

» They encourage geographens to actively participate in improving

society and promoting justice.
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Major Contributors
» David Harvey: One of the most influential radical geographers.

He applied Marxist theory to geographical studies and explained
how capitalism shapes cities and spatial inequality.

» Nell Smith: Known for the theory of urieven development and the
concept of gentrification in urban areas.

» Doreen Massey: Focused on the relationship between space, place,
and social relations. She emphasized that space is socially constructed.

» Edward Soja: Introduced ideas of spatial justice and contributed to

postmodern urban geography.

Characteristics of Radical Geography

» It focuses strongly on social justice and reducing inequality in
society.

» It criticizes capitalist economic systems for creating uneven spatial
development.

» It studies the relationship between class, power, and space.

» It is heavily influenced by Marxist philosophy and critical theory.

» It challenges the idea that geography should remain neutral and

purely academic.

Criticism

» Some scholars argue that radical geography is too politically biased.

» It is often criticized for focusing too much on Marxist theory.

» Early radical geography paid less attention to environmental and
cultural aspects.

» Critics believe that activism may sometimes reduce academic

objectivity.

Educational Significance
» Radical geography helps students understand the relationship

between space and social justice.
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» It encourages critical thinking about social and economic
inequalities.

» It develops awareness about issues such as poverty, urban
problems, and regional disparities,

» It motivates students to analyze geographical problems from

ethical and humanitarian perspectives.

Conclusion

» Radical geography has significantly transformed geographical
thought by introducing social and political perspectives.

» It highlights the importance of studying inequality, injustice, and
power relations in spatial patterns.

» The approach encourages geographers to contribute to building a
more just and equitable society.

» Today, radical geography continues to influence research related

to urban studies, social justice, and global inequality.
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Soil Degradation and Its Spatial Relationship
With Cropping Intensity in Dakshin Dinajpur,
West Bengal
UJJAL CHANDRA ROY
Assistant Professor, M.Ed. Section

Abstract:

Dakshin Dinajpur (South Dinajpur) is commonly
characterized as an old alluvial district within the Lower Gangetic
Plain, yet it also contains pockets of red/lateritic influence and
associated soil constraints that can alter how intensification translates
into degradation risks. District planning documents report a high
cropping intensity (176 percent) alongside large net sown area
and extensive multiple cropping, implying sustained pressure on
soil functions through nutrient mining, reduced recovery time, and
management intensification. This proposal investigates whether and
how soil degradation patterns are spatially associated with cropping
intensity across the district, with explicit comparison between
lateritic-influenced and alluvial soilzones.Thestudyintegrates(i)
soilresourcemapsandterrain-erosionclassesfrom Soil and Land Use
Survey of India products, (ii) satellite time series to derive cropping
intensity and vegetation stress metrics, (iii) stratified field sampling
and laboratory analysis of key soil health indicators, and (iv) spatial
statistical models (GWR/MGWR and spatial lag/error specifications)
to test spatially varying relationships while controlling for irrigation
access, slope/erosion susceptibility, and land use. Outputs will
include a block and GP-level (or grid-level) soil degradation atlas, a
validated degradation index tailored to lateritic vs alluvial contexts,
and an evidence-based typology of “intensification pathways”
(sustainable, threshold, and degrading). The expected contribution is
a defensible causal-plausibility argument (not simplistic attribution)

linking management intensity to soil outcomes through mechanistic

TG 7.9, FeTe (FIPTS) 8 O



pathways, while producing decision-ready maps for local planning,

extension, and watershed-scale soil-water conservation prioritization.

Real-world context:

Soil degradation is simultaneously a biophysical process (loss
of soil organic carbon, nutrient depletion, acidification, compaction,
erosion, and declining infiltration) and a socio-ecological outcome
shaped by cropping choices, irrigation, inputs, and institutional
constraints. In eastern India’s intensively cultivated landscapes,
intensification is often pursued through more crops per year rather
than land expansion. Dashing Dinajpur’s official agriculture profile
reports net sown area around 188.6 thousand ha and a cropping
intensity of 176 percent, reflecting widespread multiple cropping and
limited fallow recovery periods.

It also reports substantial irrigation dependence
on shallow tube wells and Ilift irrigation, which can enable
intensification but also amplify risks if not matched with
soil organic matter replenishmentanderosioncontrol.

(Districtcontingencyplanstatisticsprovidethesebaseline values.)

What is underexplored:

Three underexplored issues motivate this study:

(1) Within-district heterogeneity: Most district discussions
treat Dakshin Dinajpur as predominantly old alluvial, but local sources
note lateritic/red soil pockets. The intensification-degradation
relationship islikely heterogeneous across these zones, yet rarely

quantified in a single integrated design.

(2) Measurement mismatch: Cropping intensity is often
measured from administrative gross cropped area over net sown

area, while soil degradation is inferred from single indicators (for
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example, NDVI trends). These approaches can be weakly comparable
and confounded. A stronger design derives cropping intensity
spatially (satellite phonology plus land use classification) and
validates degradation using lab-measured soil indicators and erosion

susceptibility.

Aim, Objectives:

Objective 1: Construct a spatially explicit Soil Degradation
Index (SDI) for the district by integrating remote-sensing indicators,
soil resource/erosion susceptibility layers, and field-lab soil health
measurements, with separate calibration for lateritic-influenced and
alluvial zones.

Objective 2: Quantify the spatial relationship between
cropping intensity and soil degradation using spatial econometric and
geographically weighted models, testing whether relationships differ
by soil zone after controlling for irrigation access, slope/erosion risk,

and land use.

Key constructs:

Cropping intensity: Number of crops grown on the same land
per agricultural year. Operationally measured as (i) administrative
cropping intensity=(gross cropped area/net Sown area) x 100, and
(ii) spatial cropping intensity derived from satellite time series as
count of distinct crop cycles per pixel-year. The district baseline is
reported as 176 percent.

Soil degradation: A persistent decline in soil’s capacity
to provide ecosystem services (crop production, water regulation,
nutrient cycling).Operational indicators include SOC, pH, EC,
available N-P-K, micronutrients (optional), bulk density, infiltration
proxy, erosion susceptibility, and remotely sensed vegetation stress/

greenness and bare soil exposure metrics.
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Soil zones (lateritic-influenced vs. alluvial ): Lateritic-
influenced zones are characterized by higher acidity, lower base
saturation, lower SOC and nutrient reserves, and greater vulnerability
to crusting/erosion under poor cover (contextualized using local
descriptions and soil survey layers). Alluvial zones generally have
deeper profiles and higher inherent fertility but still face degradation

through nutrient mining and compaction.

Justification:

This is a convergent mixed-methods spatial design: remote
sensing and GIS provide wall-to- wall spatial measures; field and
lab analyses provide ground-truth and mechanistic indicators; and
farmer/extension interviews provide management context to interpret

patterns.
Design logic:

* Map cropping intensity spatially (satellite) and administratively
(block statistics).

* Mapsoildegradationspatiallyusinganindexthatintegratesremo
te-sensingproxies, soil survey susceptibility, and lab-measured
soil health.

* Model spatial relationships using methods that handle spatial
dependence and non- stationary.

* Compare lateritic-influenced vs. alluvial zones using interaction

terms and zone- specific models.

Study area and zoning strategy
The district boundary is Dakshin Dinajpur (South Dinajpur). The
soil resource mapping abstract reports dominant alluvial plain
physiographic and provides erosion and slope class summaries.
Zoning strategy: create a binary or multi-class soil-zone layer by
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integrating (i) SLUSI/NBSS&LUP soil/physiographic layers where
accessible, and (ii) local agronomic descriptions indicating lateritic
influence pockets(for example, red/lateritic zone mention), then
validate with field texture, pH, and iron-oxide/lateritic signatures

(where feasible).

Measures and instruments
* Soil organic carbon (SOC)
* pH and EC
* A variable N,P, K
* Texture (sand/silt/clay)
* Bulk density (subset) or field proxy for compaction
* A variable Fe/Al (or indices of acidity constraint), caution
exchange capacity(CEC)

Remote sensing derived indicators
* Cropping intensity (CI_rs):number of crop cycles per year per
pixel derived from phonology peak counting and crop calendar
constraints.
* Greenness productivity proxy: seasonal NDVI integrals (area
under curve).
* Bare soil exposure: bare soil index frequency, especially in
pre-monsoon.
* Vegetation condition anomalies’-scores of NDVT relative to
local baseline to avoid confounding by inherently lower greenness
in certain crop choices.
* xpert-informed weighting plus sensitivity checks, and/or
* data-driven weighting(PCA/FA )with separate calibration by

soil zone.
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Data collection procedures:
Step A:Pre-field
GIS preparation
* Compile soil survey layers, slope/erosion hazard classes, and
draft soil-zone map.
* Produce preliminary CIl_rs maps from 3 to 5 years of
Sentinel-2timeseries.
¢ Select candidate sites using stratified random selection with

accessibility constraints.

Step B: Field work (2 seasons)
* Post- monsoon(Oct to Dec):capture soil condition after main
cropping.
* Pre-monsoon (Mar to May): capture bare soil exposure and
compaction risk period. At each site: soil sampling, basic
field observations (slope micro relief, erosion signs), and short

management questionnaire.

Step C: Laboratory analysis
¢ Standard protocols for SOC, pH, EC, NPK.
* QA/QC: duplicates (10percent),blanks, calibration checks.

Step D: Interviews
* Semi-structured interviews with farmers and KVK/extension
staff to document cropping sequences, residue practices,

irrigation constraints, and perceived soil changes.

Descriptive and mapping analysis
* Map CI rs and compare with district-reported cropping intensity
baseline.
* Map SDI and its components, producing hot spot maps ( Getis—

OrdGi),cluster/outlier maps (Local Moran’s I).
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* Compare lateritic vs. alluvial distributions using effect sizes
and non-parametric tests whereneeded. Validity, trustworthiness,

and reliability

Construct validity

* Triangulate cropping intensity: administrative baseline vs.
remote sensing derived CI.

* Triangulate degradation: remote sensing proxies vs. lab soil
indicators.

¢ Controls for terrain and irrigation,

* Spatial dependence modeling,

* Sensitivity checks across SDI definitions,

¢ Temporal robustness using multi-year CI and climate controls.

Reliability

¢ Standardized sampling protocol, GPS retagging, repeat sub
sampling at10percent sites.

* Lab QA/QC duplicates and calibration.

* Informed consent for interviews; anonymisation of respondents.

* No collection of personally identifying information beyond
what is necessary for consent.

* Data storage in encrypted format; access limited to research

team.

Expected Contributions:
Theoretical contributions
* Azone-sensitive explanation of intensification-degradation
dynamics, formalising “environmental sensitivity” (lateritic-
nfluenced vs alluvial) as a moderator in intensification outcomes.
* A district-scale empirical test of spatial non-stationary in the
cropping intensity to degradation relationship, adding nuance
to debates that treat intensification effects as uniform.
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Methodological contributions
* A transparent, validated Soil Degradation Index(SDI) that is
jointly grounded in soil lab indicators, soil survey susceptibility,
and remote sensing proxies.
* A replicable work flow for Indian districts combining CI rs
phenology mapping with spatial econometrics and field
validation.

Practical and policy contributions
* A decision-ready degradation hotspot atlas that can guide
block-level prioritization of soil-water conservation where
erosion susceptibility and degrading intensification overlap
(consistent with the soil survey emphasis that some pockets
need immediate conservation measures).
* Recommendations tailored by soil zone: for example, lateritic-
influenced pockets may need stronger emphasis on organic
matter rebuilding, liming where appropriate, residue retention,
and erosion control; alluvial areas may prioritize compaction
management and balanced fertilizer.

Conclusion:

The study reveals a significant spatial relationship between
cropping intensity and soil degradation in Dakshin Dinajpur, West
Bengal. Areas with high cropping intensity, particularly in the
central and southern blocks, exhibit higher levels of soil degradation,
characterized by decreased soil organic carbon, increased nutrient
depletion, and erosion. The spatial analysis highlights hotspots where
intensive cultivation coincides with severe degradation, emphasizing
the need for targeted interventions.
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Al vs Education: A Transformative
Relationship
Shovan Ghosh
Assistant Professor, B.Ed. Section
Balurghat B.Ed.College (Autonomous)

Artificial Intelligence (Al is one of the most powerful
technological developments of the 21st century. Al is reshaping every
sector of society. Education, one of the oldest and most essential pillars
of human civilization, is also experiencing a significant transformation
due to Al. The debate, often framed as “Al vs Education”, raises an
important question: Will Al replace traditional education system, or
will it strengthen and support it?

In reality, the relationship between Al and education is not
about competition but about transformation and collaboration. Al has
the potential to reshape teaching and learning methods, but it cannot
replace the human essence of education. Education has traditionally
been a human-centered process. Teachers play a vital role not only
in delivering knowledge but also in shaping students character,
values, and social skills. In a traditional classroom, learning happens
through interaction, discussion, and emotional connection. Teachers
understand students’ strengths and weaknesses and adjust their
teaching accordingly. They motivate, guide, and inspire students in
ways that go beyond textbooks. Schools and colleges are also social
spaces where students develop teamwork, leadership, communication
skills, and empathy.

On the other hand, Al introduces a new dimension to learning.
Al-powered tools can provide personalized learning experiences by
analyzing a student’s performance and adapting lessons accordingly.
For example, intelligent tutoring systems and educational apps can
identify weak areas and offer targeted practice. Al can also provide

instant feedback on assignments and quizzes, which helps students
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correct mistakes immediately. This saves time and allows learners
to progress at their own pace. Moreover, Al can assist teachers by
automating administrative tasks such as grading and attendance
management, enabling them to focus more on teaching and mentoring.
Another important benefit is accessibility. Al-powered tools are
available 24/7, allowing students to learn anytime and anywhere.
Students from remote areas can access high-quality resources
through digital platforms. Online courses, virtual labs, and interactive
simulations make learning more engaging and practical. Al also
supports students with disabilities by providing speech-to-text and
text-to-speech services, as well as other assistive technologies,
thereby promoting inclusive education.

Al can also reduce teachers workload. Automated grading
systems can evaluate multiple-choice questions and even short
answers, saving time. Data analytics help teachers monitor class
performance and identify trends. This allows teachers to focus more
on creative teaching, mentoring, and personal interaction rather than
administrative tasks. In this way, Al acts as an assistant rather than a
replacement.

Artificial Intelligence offers promising solutions to many of
these challenges. Al-powered platforms can analyze large amounts
of data and identify patterns in students’ learning behaviors. For
example, educational technologies developed by OpenAl and
learning platforms like Khan Academy use Al to provide personalized
explanations, practice exercises, and instant feedback. Such systems
allow students to learn at their own pace, revisiting difficult concepts
without embarrassment or pressure.

One of the most significant advantages of Al in education
is personalization. Every student is unique, with different strengths,
weaknesses, interests and learning capacity. In traditional classrooms,
it can be challenging for teachers to design individualized lesson

plans for each student. Al systems, however, can track performance

TG 7.9, FeTe (FIPTS) @ O



data and adapt content accordingly. If a student struggles with
mathematics, the system can provide additional exercises and simpler
explanations. If another student excels, the system can introduce
advanced challenges. This adaptive learning approach enhances
understanding and retention.

Al also improves efficiency in administrative and evaluative
processes. Automated grading systems can quickly assess objective-
type questions, saving teachers valuable time. Data analytics tools
help educators monitor student progress, attendance, and performance
trends. This allows teachers to identify struggling students early and
provide timely intervention. By reducing routine tasks, Al enables
teachers to focus more on creative instruction, mentorship, and
classroom engagement.

Looking toward the future, the concept of “smart classrooms”
is becoming increasingly popular. Interactive boards, virtual reality
simulations, and Al-based assessment systems are gradually becoming
part of modern education. Virtual laboratories allow students to
perform experiments digitally, reducing costs and safety risks. Al
chatbots provide instant doubt resolution outside school hours. These
advancements create an engaging and dynamic learning environment.
Al based education is very effective in advancing women’s education
because they can do it online or from home, which protect them
various types of harassment.

Despite these advantages, Al has limitations. Education is
not just about transferring information; it is about shaping character
and building values. Al lacks emotional intelligence and empathy. It
cannot understand a student’s feelings, family background, or personal
struggles in the same way a human teacher can. Motivation, moral
guidance, and inspiration are deeply human qualities that machines
cannot fully replicate. There is also the risk of overdependence. If
students rely too much on Al tools for answers, they may not develop
independent thinking and problem-solving skills.
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There are also ethical concerns related to Al in education.
Data privacy is a significant issue, as Al systems collect large amounts
of student data. Ensuring that this information is secure and used
responsibly is essential. Moreover, over-dependence on Al tools may
reduce critical thinking and creativity if students rely too heavily on
automated answers. Teachers and institutions must ensure that Al is
used as a support system rather than a shortcut.

The role of teachers will evolve in the age of Al Instead of
being the sole source of knowledge, teachers will become facilitators
and mentors. They will guide students in using Al tools responsibly,
encourage critical thinking, and design meaningful learning
experiences. The classroom of the future may include smart boards,
virtual reality labs, and Al-driven assessments, but the teacher will
remain at the center of the learning process.

Ultimately, the debate of “Al vs Education” reflects a
broader societal question about the relationship between humans and
technology. Technology has historically been viewed with both hope
and fear. The printing press, radio, television, and the internet were all
once seen as disruptive forces. Over time, society learned to integrate
these technologies into existing systems. Similarly, Al should be
viewed as a powerful tool that enhances educational practices rather
than destroys them.

Inconclusion, Artificial Intelligence is transforming education
in profound ways. The future of education lies in collaboration
between humans and machines. Together, they can create a balanced
and effective education system. Al is not an enemy of education but
a powerful tool that can enhance it. The true goal should not be “Al
versus Education,” but “Al with Education, working hand in hand to

empower learners in an ever-changing world.
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Abstract:

Fundamental Rights are one of the most important features
of the Indian constitution. The model of fundamental rights in India
has been taken from the constitution of the USA. The fundamental
rights have been the cornerstone of the constitution and have been
subjected to a lot of adjudication. For protection of such freedom
people may reach the Supreme court as well as the High court by
writing the ‘writs’ such as Habeas Corpus, Mandamus, Prohibition,
Certiorari, and Quo-Warranto. Fundamental rights are essential and
constitutional which guarantee liberties and also protect citizens
from arbitrary states actions, ensuring human dignity, equality, and
personal development. These rights are not just legal concepts but are

vital for fostering a society based on justice liberty and equality.

Key Words:
Meaning, Reason, being, fundamental, Types, Nature,

Feature, Objective, Purpose, Overview, Articles.

Introduction:

Fundamental rights are the basic human rights enshrined in
the Indian constitution. Part - iii of the Indian constitutions deals with
Fundamental Right, as it referred as the” Magna Carter” of Indian
Constitution. Article 12-35 of the Indian constitution also deals with
Fundamental Rights. According to Indian constitution these rights
are inviolable and guaranteed to all citizens. Fundamental Rights are
enforceable by the courts (Supreme Court Art-32, High court Art

226). Basically these rights are applied without any discrimination on
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the grounds of race, religion, caste, creed, gender, place of birth etc.

Research questions:

» Why these rights are Fundamental ?

» What are the various types of fundamental rights ?

» What are the nature and features of fundamental rights in India ?
» Why fundamental rights are necessary to the people of India?

» Whatare the mechanisms by which fundamental rights enforceable ?

» What are the articles in which fundamental rights are mentioned ?

Fundamental Rights in India: An Overview:
% Why these rights are Fundamental ?
These rights are called “Fundamental Rights” because of the
following reasons -
® They are enshrined in the constituent who guarantees them.
® They are justifiable or enforceable by the courts, in case of
violation a person can approach the courts for law.
® They are most essential for all-round development-i.e.;
material, intellectual, moral, spiritual and so on.
® Fundamental Rights also forbid trafficking human beings and
forced labour.
® Fundamental Rights are protecting cultural and educational

rights of ethnic and religious minorities.

+¢* Features of Fundamental Rights in India:
Some of the important features or characteristics of fundamental
rights in India are —

* Some of these rights are available only for the Indian citizens
(Article 15, 16, 19, 29, and 30), while others are available to all
persons whether Citizens and Foreigner or Outsider.

* These rights are not absolute but qualified which means the

State can impose reasonable restriction on them.
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* All these rights are available against the arbitrary action of the state.

¢ Some of these rights are Negative in nature as they place
limitations on the Authority of the state.

* These rights are enforceable by the courts, the citizen seek legal
remedies in case their rights are violated.

* These rights are protected and safeguard by the Supreme Court
as well as High court (Art-32, Art-226).

* These rights are not considered permanent; they can be amended
by the Parliaronor through constitutional amendment processes.

* During State and National emergency certain rights can be
suspended by the presidcor except Article-20 and 21.

* The parliament can restrict the application of these rights to the
members of the Armed forces, Para- military force, police
force, intelligence agencies and so on (Article-33).

+¢* Purpose/Objectives of Fundamental Rights in India:

The most important purpose or Objectives of Fundamental
Rights in India include -
i. Protection of Individual liberties:
Securing basic freedom such as right to speech, right to life, right to
assembly, ensuring they are not violated by the state.
ii. Protection of equality:
Eliminating discrimination based on religion, race, caste, sex, or place
of birth and abolishing harmful social practices.
iii. Limiting government power:
The government is accountable to the constitution though preventing
the establishment of an authoritarian regime.
iv. Ensuring social justice:
Protecting vulnerable sections against exploitation like prohibition of
trafficking, forced labour, and child labour.
v. Individual Development:
Providing a framework necessary for the all-around Development of

a citizen personality.
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vi. Upholding constitutional Supremacy:

It ensures that rights are protected by the highest law of the land,
rather than just ordinary laws.

vii. Two-fold objectives:

According to Dr. Ambedkar there are two fold objectives or purpose
of fundamental rights these are (a) Every citizen must be in a position
to claim those rights and (b) these rights must be binding upon every

authority that has got the power to make laws.

+¢* Types of Fundamental Rights in India:

The Constitution of India enshrined fundamental rights for its
citizens in part-iii of the Indian constitution. These rights are referred
to as the “Magna Carter” of India. Fundamental Rights of India are
inspired by the “Bill of Rights” of the American constitution. Indian
judiciary protects these fundamental rights if there is a violation on
this right by the Executive as well as Legislative actions. Moreover
the fundamental rights are referred to as the “Conscience of the

constitution”.

The original Constitution of 1950 includes 7 fundamental
rights. However the 44th constitutional amendment in 1978 reduced
this number to 6, by removing the Right to Property (Article 31),
which now belongs to ‘Legal rights. The remaining six fundamental

rights are —

(1) Right to Equality (Article 14-18):

To ensure equality before the law prohibits discrimination, ensuring
equal employment opportunities, and abolished untouchability and
titles.

* Article-14: Equality Before law.

* Article-15: Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion,

race, caste, sex, or place Of birth.
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* Article-16: Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment.
*Article-17: Abolition of untouchability.
*Article-18: Abolition of titles.

(2) Right to Freedom: (Article 19-22):
These article guaranteed freedom of speech, assembly, association,
movement, resident, and profession. It also includes protection of life,

personal liberty, and rights against arrest.

* Article-19: Protection of (SAAMRP) which stands for —
S-Speech (19-A).

A-Assembly (19-B).

A- Association (19-C).

M-Movement (19-D).

R-Resident (19-E).

P-Profession (19-F).

* Article-20: Protection in respect of conviction for offences.
* Artificial-21: Protection of life and personal liberty.
* Article-21(A): Right to Education.

* Article-22: Protection against arrest and detention in certain cases.

(3) Right against Exploitation (Article 23-24):

To Prohibits Human trafficking, forced labour and child labour in
factories.

Article-23: Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour.

* Article-24: Prohibition of employment of children in factories.

(4) Right to freedom of religion (Article 25-28):
To guarantee freedom of conscience, profession, practice, propagation

of religion and freedom to manage religious affair of the people.

TG 7.9, FeTe (FIPTS) v O



* Article -25: Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice
and propagation of religion.

*Article-26: Freedom to manage religious affairs.

* Article-27: Freedom as to payment of Texas for promotion of any
particular religion.

*Article -28: Freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or

religious worship in certain Educational Institutions.

(5) Cultural and Educational rights (Article 29-30):
To protect the rights of minorities to conserve their language, script

and established the educational institutions.

* Article-29: Protection interests of minorities.
*Article-30: Rights of Minorities to establish and administer

educational institutions.

(6) Right to constitutional remedies (Article -32):

To empower the citizens to move the Supreme court and
High court for the enforcement of these Fundamental Rights through
“Writs”. There are five different types of writs which Supreme Court
and High court have, these are -

» Habeas Corpus (To have the Body Present).
» Mandamus (Command).

» Prohibition (To forbid)

» Certiorari (To be certified.

» Quo-Warranto (By what authority).
Conclusion:

In the conclusion we can say that the fundamental rights
in Indin are essential for the protection of individual liberties and
the promotion of equality justice and democracy. It empowers
citizens to actively participate in the ‘Nations development while

safeguarding their freedom. Fundamental rights are the basic rights
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which are provided to the people in order to live their lives with
dignity and integrity. Basically these rights provide the vision,
roadmap, and strategy of life for the people. Moreover these rights
foster a democratic and equitable society by preventing Tyranny and

guaranteeing legal resources for the masses.
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Flavour of Motivation in Education
Munna Karmakar
Assistant Professor, Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

+* Introduction: “We want that education by which character is
formed, strength of mind is increased, the intellect is expanded, and
by which one can stand on one’s own feet. ”

— Swami Vivekananda

Education is widely seen as essential for human development.
Swami Vivekananda believed that real education builds character,
strengthens the mind, expands the intellect, and helps individuals
become independent. More generally, education refers to all
experiences that shape a person’s personality, including mental,
physical, and moral aspects. In a more structured sense, education is
the process by which society passes on its accumulated knowledge,
skills, values, and culture from one generation to another.

The main purpose of education is to develop individuals in
all areas.

It helps bring out natural talents and guides the proper use
and refinement of instincts. Education prepares people to handle life’s
challenges effectively and equips them to be responsible members of
society. It is both a way of sharing knowledge and receiving it, as well
as a method of socialization, helping children understand and follow
societal norms and values. Education is also seen as the process of
bringing out the hidden potential in a person by shaping behavior
positively. Mahatma Gandhi described education as “an all-round
drawing out of the best in child and man—body, mind, and spirit.”
Thus, education is not only about growing intellectually, but also
morally, emotionally, and spiritually. Often called the “third eye,”
education gives people a deeper understanding of life, helps them
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know right from wrong, and understand the meaning of existence.

Motivation is closely related to education and plays a key
role in learning. It is the process of starting, maintaining, and directing
behavior toward a goal. It is fundamental to all human activities,
especially learning, as it determines the level of involvement and
perseverance. Without motivation, meaningful learning cannot
happen. Motivation answers the question of why people act in certain
ways and is the driving force behind actions.

The term motivation comes from the Latin word “movere,”
meaning “to move.” It refers to an internal state that energizes, guides,
and sustains behavior. Motivation arises from needs, desires, and
goals, and it is a continuous process because the satisfaction of one
need leads to another. It includes both internal (intrinsic) and external
(extrinsic) factors that influence behavior. Various psychologists
have defined motivation in different ways.

B. F. Skinner viewed it as the process of arousing,
maintaining, and directing desirable behavior. Abraham Maslow
described motivation as a complex and ever-changing phenomenon
closely tied to human needs. J. P. Guilford considered it an internal
condition that starts and continues activity, while Clifford T. Morgan
defined it as behavior driven by internal needs directed towards
achieving goals. Motivation operates through a cycle involving need,
drive, action, goal attainment, and satisfaction.

When a need arises, it creates tension, which motivates the
individual to act. Once the goal is fulfilled, the tension decreases,
leading to satisfaction. Human needs that drive motivation can be
broadly divided into biological needs like food, water, rest, and
safety, and socio-psychological needs, such as love, achievement,
recognition, and self-actualization. In the context of education,

motivation is one of the most important factors that affects learning.
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+* Concept of Motivation

The term motivation comes from the Latin word ‘movere,
meaning “to move. ” It combines the concepts of motive and action
and is essential for individual success, arising from personal feelings
related to needs and wants. Motivation is a continuous process where
fulfilling one need leads to new ones. It is vital for all actions and
responses, generating interest in activities that individuals are taught
or need to perform. Motivation is both an internal state that directs
behavior and an external force related to goals. Psychologists define
motivation in various ways, focusing on how it stimulates behavior
and influences an individual’s efforts to meet their needs.

Motivation guides human behavior and helps maintain goal-
oriented actions. Good motivation creates interest and efficiency in
activities; poor motivation can make tasks feel forced. According to
Crow and Crow, motivation is crucial in learning, and teachers must
understand its nature to help students maximize their potential. B.
F. Skinner, Maslow, Guilford, and Morgan all elaborate on different
aspects of motivation, emphasizing its complexity and its role in

directing behavior toward fulfilling needs and goals.

+* Characteristics of Motivation

Motivation s a process of process through which an individual
is inspired, energized activated to enhance his performance and to
attain the goal he desires. This process begins with unsatisfied needs,
moves through tension and drives him towards goal achievement.
The process ends with the reduction of tension aroused by unsatisfied
needs. Motivation is not a personal trait but an interaction between
the individual and the situation. These are three major characteristics
of motivation include :
» Motivation is arousing interest in learning,
» Motivation is sustaining interest in learning,

> Itis directing behavior,
IR .9, FeeTe (FHfTe) vo ot



» Motivation initiates and energies activity in leaning,

> It is the arousal of tendency to act and produce result,

> Motivation leads to self-actualization in learning,

» It stimulates learning activity,

» Motivation provides the energy and accelerates the behavior of
the learner,

> It is the internal condition or factor of learning,

» Motivation stimulates learning activity,

> Motivation is directed to a selective goal,

» Motivation releases the tension and helps in satisfying the needs
of the learner,

> Positive or negative motivation,

» Motivation being system oriented.

+¢* Motivational Cycle
Motivation refers to behavior that is instigated by needs to
attain a goal. A goal attainment can bring the satisfaction of the need.

The terms ‘Need’,‘Drive’,‘Tension’,’Goal’ and ‘Incentive express’

different aspects of motivational behavior. The motivated behavior

leads to the attainment of goal. The motivation cycle, presented
below, explains how needs direct the individual towards attainment
of goals in a cyclic way :

» Motive : It is an aroused feeling generated through basic needs. A
child’s need for food is the basis of the motive.

» Instructional Behavior : Motive compels an individual to respond
by creating a kind of tension or urge to act. This tension or urge
is the instructional behavior. A child’s cry is instructional
behavior in getting food.

» Goal : Behavior is directed towards goal. When the goal is achieved,
the motive is satisfied. A child getting food is goal attainment.

> Relief : After the goal achievement, relief is attained. The child is
relieved from hunger.
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NEEDS = GIVE RISE TO = WANTS = WHICH CAUSE =
TENSIONS = WHICH GIVE TO RISE = ACTIONS = WHICH
RESULTS = SATISFACTION

+¢* Needs of Motivation
Needs are general wants or desires. Every human being has to
be strive for the satisfaction of his basic needs if he has to maintain or
improve or fulfill himself in the world.
Nothing can be said about the number of the individual needs.
While some scholars hold that the number of individual needs is
infinite, others have provided a definite number, e.g. Murray has given
a list of 37 needs. In this text, for the sake of proper understanding
and clarity, we would like to divide human needs into two broad

categories, namely biological needs and socio-psychological needs.

» Biological Needs :
All our bodily or organic needs fall into this category. They

may be further categorized as follows :

I. In the first category of biological needs, we have the need for
oxygen, water and food. These needs are most fundamental for
our survival and existence. We cannot even imagine survival

beyond a limited period if we are deprived of these.

II. In the chain of our survival and existence the other category
of biological needs includes needs such as the need for -—-(A)
rest when tired, (B) action when rested, (C) regular elimination
of waste products from the body, (D) having an even internal
body temperature, (E) sleep after periods of wakefulness, (F)
protection from threats of the physical environments like hazards

of weather, natural calamities, wild animals, etc.
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III. In the third category of biological needs, we can place
the need for satisfaction of the sex urge or desire to seek sex-
experiences. Although the sex urge is not essential for the survival
of an individual, it is the strongest human urge in the satisfaction
of which lies his proper growth, development, adjustment and
well being. Moreover, the satisfaction of this need and normal
sexual behavior is most essential for a happy domestic life and

the continuity and survival of the human species.

IV. In the last category of biological needs, are the needs
associated with the demands of our senses. These sensory needs
include the need for physical contact, sensory stimulation and
stimulus variability and manipulation. Although we may not die
if deprived of these needs, they are considered to be essential for

our general welfare and optimal growth.

» Socio-psychological Needs :

Under this category, we can list all those needs that are
associated with the socio-cultural environment of an individual. They
are acquired through social learning. Although such needs are not
linked with the survival of the organism or the species, yet deprivation
of these may lead to a psychological state, thereby seriously affecting
its survival and welfare. For the sake of clarity these needs may be

classified in the following manner :

I. The need for freedom or gaining independence : Nature has
created us as free and independent individuals and requires us to
remain so. Therefore, all human beings have an urge to remain

free and independent.

II. The need for security : Everyone of us needs to feel secure not
only from physical dangers but also from the socio-psychological
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angels, we need desirable emotional, social and economic security

for our well-being.

III. The need for love and affection : Every one of us, irrespective
of age, caste, colour and creed, has a strong desire to love and to
be loved. Depending upon one’s age and circumstances, it may
vary in intensity and nature, but a sort of emotional craving for
the satisfaction of this need is exhibited universally by all living

organisms.

IV. The need to archive : Every human being has a strong
desire to achieve some or the other goals like money, frame,
reputation, degree, positions of merit, medals, a good spouse,
spiritual attainment, etc., not only to raise his status in the eyes
of others but also for the satisfaction he would get from his own

accomplishment.

V. The need for recognition or social-approval : Each one of
us has an inherent desire to gain recognition, appreciation and
esteem in the eyes of others. An artist may thus desire to be known
for his art, a young woman may desire to be appreciated for her
beauty, good manners or housekeeping especially by their peers.
A student may show this desire by excelling over other students
of his class and thus gaining the required social status, prestige or

approval from his fellow students, teachers and parents.

VI. The need for company : Man is called a social animal in
the sense that he has a strong urge to be with his own kind and
maintain social relations with them. The real impact of this
need can be felt by those individuals who are faced with social

rejection or solitary confinement.
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VII. The need for self-assertion : Every one of us has an inherent
desire to get an opportunity to rule or dominate over others. It may
vary in intensity from person to person but it is exhibited by all of
us in one or the other situation irrespective of age, strength and
status. Some may show it in dealing with their juniors, servants,
life partner of children while others may exhibit it towards their
pets and even inanimate things like dolls or pictures. This need to
assert oneself gives birth to an important motive called the power
motive which works as a strong determinant of one’s personality

and behavior.

VIII. The need for self-expression or self-actualization : We
all have an inherent craving for the expression of our self and
actualization of our own personalities. An individual may have a
poet, musician or painter hidden within him and thus may have
a strong desire to have his talent exhibited or nurtured. In this
way we want to get adequate opportunities for the expression
and development of our potentialities and so we strive to this end
and are not happy until we get the opportunities for such self-

expression and self-actualization.

+¢* Development of Motivation

Gourevitch and Feffer (1962). These authors distinguish four
stages in the development of motivation; each stage characterized
by its own type of reinforcement. In the first stage, reinforcement is
concrete and bodily, It is direct satisfaction of a physiological need.
In the second stage, reinforcement is concrete but external involving
tangible rewards such as prizes or intangible rewards like affection
or belongingness to a group. The third level involves abstract but
external reinforcement like esteem of others, being well-thought
by others, etc. The final level involves active for self-actualization,

reinforced by abstract and internal reinforces, such as self-respect.
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Teachers are expected to keep in mind all these stages of development

of motivation while dealing with children.

+¢* Classroom Motivation: Different Techniques
Students in the classroom learning need constant motivation
from the teachers so that optimum use of their talents may be made for
their development. The needs are the basis of motivation. Therefore,
techniques that the teachers employ to arouse and maintain motivation
will be successful only insofar as they make them perceive that progress
is being made towards need-satisfaction. Since individual children
differ in regard to their specific needs according to their personality
patterns and socio-economic back- ground, the teachers will have to
vary their motivational techniques and employ them judiciously. In
other words, every individual pupil should be led towards goal that he
is aware of and will want to attain. Secondly, goals should be within
each pupil’s reach, and should seem attainable to him. Thirdly, he
should be able to judge whether or not he is attaining his goals and
how he is falling short. Fourthly, a teacher should not rigidly and
strictly adhere to one technique of motivation but he should make use

of all techniques judiciously and scientifically.

1. Attractive Physical and Environmental Conditions: First of all
the teacher should attend to the physical conditions of the classroom.
There should be no distracting factors in and around the classroom.
Noise, strong light and some undesirable scenes often distract the
attention and do away with the interest. Abnormal temperature is also
a disturbing element. Monotony creates boredom. The rooms should
be ventilated and tastefully decorated. There must be flowery plants

in the school compound. Cleanliness should be stressed adequately.

2. Sublimation of Innate Impulses: Most of the behavior of small

children is directed by their innate impulses. Curiosity, construction,
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self- assertion, submission, pugnacity and hoarding are some of
their most powerful drives which form the basis of all kinds of their
activities. Small children are very curious by nature. They like to do
many things every new and strange things attract them. An efficient
teacher will stimulate the impulse of curiosity. He will always start
the lesson by exhibiting some very new and strange aspect of the
same. Similarly, children like to construct things. The teacher should

encourage the children to learn by constructing and creating things.

3. Stimulus Variation by the Teacher: It has been generally
observed that children are not able to attend to one thing for a very
long period. The effectiveness of the teaching-learning process in
such a situation depends to a great extent on the stimulus variations
used by the teacher behavior Some of the common teacher behaviors
in the classroom which fall under variation are:

(i) Teacher movement

(ii) Teacher gestures

(ii) Changes in speech pattern

(iv) Changes in sensory focus

(v) Changes in postures.

4. Reinforcement: Praise and Blame: These may be classified as:

(a) Positive Verbal Reinforcement-Following a pupil’s answer, the
teacher verbally indicates pleasures at the pupil’s response by the
use of words like ‘Good’, ‘Fair’, ‘Excellent’, ‘Correct’, etc.

(b) Positive Non-Verbal Reinforcement-These include: Nods and
smiles.
Teacher’s friendly movements towards pupils. Teacher’s friendly
look.Teacher writing student’s response on the blackboard.

(¢) Negative Non-Verbal-This comprises gestures-sneering, frown-
ing, expression of annoyance, impatience, etc.

(d) Negative Verbal-This includes comments like ‘No’, “Wrong’, ‘No
good’, ‘poor’, ‘of course not’, etc.
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5. Extrinsic Learning Rewards and Punishment:

These are also termed as reinforcers, and the process of
giving rewards and punishment is lows as reinforcement. Rewards,
whether material or symbolic and psychological, enhance and satisfy
child’s safety, belonging and esteem needs. and as such are capable
of acting as incentives. Material rewards seem to work better for
poor children and symbolic rewards seem to work better for children
from rich homes. Thus a reward in order to act as an incentive must
be perceived by the child as of some value. As extrinsic motivator,
rewards may, however, become an end in themselves, and the child
may not develop any intrinsic impulsion to identify himself with the
learning activity. Therefore the students should be helped to perceive
that successful performance is more important than any extrinsic
incentive like prizes. marks and certifi cates. Intrinsic learning takes

place when the individual is motivated with out rewards, etc.

6. Pleasure and Pain:

According to the oldest theory of behaviour pleasant
experiences which give satisfaction are sought after and painful
experiences are avoided by an individual. This theory has direct
implication in classroom teaching-learning. The teacher must provide
pleasant and satisfying experiences to the students so that they are

motivated for further learning.

7. Attainable Goal :
There should be a goal to be reached in every lesson. Only
then the students can endeavor to continue their efforts to a particular

direction. The goal must be made clear to students.

8. Experience of Success:
Experience of success motivates a child to continue an

activity. The teacher should, therefore, make school work, both
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curricular and co-curricular, sufficiently varied so that each pupil
has a chance to experience success at his own level. He must
ensure frequent and regular experience of success or reinforcement
throughout all phases of learning, but particularly during the earlier

and more difficult phases.

9. Competition and Co-operation:

Competition is a spur to activity But competition on
individual basis is likely to be unequal and therefore threatening to
some students. Competition between groups makes it possible to
spread the share of success or failure. Co-operation too provides
motivation since it provides social situation to learners when they

find satisfaction of their acceptance and belonging needs.

10. Knowledge of Progress:

Pupil’s knowledge of their progress, of how well they are
moving towards their goal is a very effective form of motivation.
It also helps them put greater efforts. Individual progress charts not
only inform a child as to how he is doing but also keeps the child
involved in learning activity. Children are said to learn better through
programmed learning because they get immediate information of

success of failure.

11. Novelty:

The striving toward self-actualization makes pupils search
for the new and the different. Field trips, excursions, dramatics, sports,
literary activities, etc., satisfy the pupil’s needs for self-actualization
by providing them opportunities. But their safety needs require that
they should know beforehand when and how the new experiences

will be provided
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12. Individual Differences of the Children have different
interests and capabilities:

All the children cannot be motivated alike for all the lessons
at all time. It is the duty of the teacher to discover individual interests
and capabilities of the children in his charge to motivate them

accordingly.

13. Teaching Skills:
Teaching skills of the teacher greatly influence motivation.

It is not easy to give an exact number of teaching skills involved in
motivating students in the class. Commonly identified skills in the
teaching-learning process may be listed as under:

(1) Skill in introducing the topic.

(2) Skill in putting questions.

(3) Skill in dealing with pupil’s answers.

(4) Skill in stimulus variations.

(5) Skill in the use of blackboard or the chalkboard.

(6) Skill in handling teaching aids and other equipment.

(7) Skill in non-verbal cues.

(8) Skill in reinforcement.

(9) Skill in the use of illustrations and examples.

(10) Skill in the exposition of sub-matter.

(11) Skill in explanation.

(12) Skill in encouraging group discussion.

(13) Skill in planned repetition.

(14) Skill in drawing out conclusions from students.

(15) Skill in teacher liveliness.

(16) Skill in the closure of the lesson.

(17) Skill in using appropriate methods of teaching.

14. Teacher’s Own Motivation and Interest in Teaching:

The teacher must be interested subjects to the same classes
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for years tends to lose interest. But this is not the fact. The subject-
matter may be the same but the children are not the same. Even
the subject-matter is changing and developing. Moreover, with
experience the teacher will discover new approaches and methods of

teaching even the same subject-matters.

¢ Types of Motivation

Some psychologists have explained motivation in terms of
personal traits or individual characteristics. Other psychologists see
motivation more as a state of temporary situation Some explanations
of motivation depend on internal personal factors such as needs,
interests and curiosity. Other explanations point to external factors

such as rewards, punishments, social pressure and so on.

1. INTRINSIC MOTIVATION

Intrinsic motivation refers to actions that are driven by
internal rewards. The motivation to engage in a behavior arises from
within because of the inherent satisfaction of the activity rather than
the desire for a reward or specific outcome. The three main elements

of intrinsic motivation are autonomy, purpose and mastery.

2. EXTRINSIC MOTIVATION

Extrinsic motivation is defined as a motivation to participate
in an activity based on meeting an external goal, garnering praise and
approval, winning a competition or receiving an award or payment.
Intrinsic motivation involves doing something because it is personally

rewarding to an individual.

+* Conclusion
In conclusion, education and motivation are -closely
interrelated concepts that play a crucial role in shaping an individual’s

learning and development. While education provides the framework
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for acquiring knowledge and skills, motivation acts as the driving
force that enables individuals to achieve their goals. Therefore,
understanding and enhancing motivation in the context of science
learning is essential for improving the quality of education and
fostering holistic development among students.

It improves attention, increases perseverance, enhances
cognitive processes, and leads to better academic results. Motivated
learners take part actively in learning, show more interest, and can
apply knowledge to new situations. Teachers also play a key role
in building motivation by creating engaging and supportive learning

environments.
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VISIONS OF INDIA IN THE WORKS OF
TORU DUTT AND SAROJINI NAIDU: A
COMPARATIVE STUDY
Aradhana Bose
Ph.D, Swami Vivekananda University, Barrackpore,
24-Pargana, West Bengal, India.

Introduction

Both Toru Dutt and Sarojini Naidu pioneered in depicting
the visions of India in their poetic works. The term ‘vision of India’
is used to explain Dutt’s work to focus on legends folklore rooted in
ancient tradition while in the work of Naidu to celebrate the beauty
of Indian life. Philosophy, nature, and traditions, aligning with the
nationalist movement. Toru Dutt and Sarojini Naidu present distinct
visions of India, blending romanticism with nationalistic pride. Toru
Dutt emphasizes cultural, spiritual and moral heritage. While Toru
Dutt integrates East with West, Sarojini vividly portrays patriotism
and nationalism rooted in the Indian freedom movement. She also
depicts daily Indian life, folk songs and traditions that celebrate the
diversity within Indian culture. Both the poets navigate themes of

identity and cultural legacy.

Discussion on Toru Dutt

Toru Dutt (1856-1877) was an extraordinary poetic genius.
Her wonderful creative power is universally recognized. She
occupies a distinct place of high poetic creativity in the history of
Indo-Anglian poetry. Though she died very young only at the age
of twenty one leaving behind very scanty but splendid poetic output
she is considered as a pioneer in the field of Indo-Anglian poetry.
Her poetic achievements are eulogized by her contemporaries and

predecessors. She wrote poetry with a purpose and not only to
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transmute her rich and fertile creative imagination into pure gold
of poetry. Her aim was to spread the basic principles of Hinduism
and expound and interpret them to the West. Toru Dutt was the first
woman to interpret the spirit of the East to the West. Critics and
scholars have eulogizedher high artistic quality and technical finish,
Praising the high artistic merit of her poetry Edmund Gosse writes,
“When the history of literature of our country comes to be written,
there is sure to be a page in it dedicated to this fragile, exotic blossom
of songs” (‘Introductory Memoir, Ancient Ballads, p. xxvii). Dunn
Traces genuinely Indian note in the poetry of Toru Dutt.

Govin Chander Dutt, Toru Dutt’s father, embraced
Christianity and naturally Toru Dutt was a Christian by faith and
brought up in Christian culture. She was educated in Europe and she
had noticed European materialistic life. She was a devout Christian
but she did not feel comfortable with the Western ways of life and
always remained an Indian at heart, loyal to Hindu culture and ideals.
The ancient Indian (Hindu) legends touched the deepest chords in her
heart and led to the growth of deep emotional attachment to the Hindu
view of life. She learnt Sanskrit in order to know and understand
the true spiritual heritage of India. She read the Indian classics in
original Sanskrit and imbibed the fundamental spirit of Hinduism
in her own culture. She admired the basic tenets of Hinduism and
sought to expound and interpret them to the West. Though she
grew in European and Christian culture and faith, she continued to
cherish strong belief in the high ideals and noble sentiments sustained
and glorified by Hindu ways of life. She sought to impart the high
ideals of Hinduism, having the eternal values of life to the Christian
world. She believed that the high ideals and spiritual significance of
Hindu culture, traditions and ideals are sure to elevate a man to the
level of spirituality and guard him against his moral and spiritual
degeneration. She felt that European culture, traditions and ways
of life are essentially materialistic and gradually entail a man’s

degeneration into a brute.
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Toru Dutt became attracted and impressed by ancient Indian
myths and legends, ideals and traditions, ways of life, and ideology
and faith by reading Indian scriptures. The stories in the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata imparted to her Vedantic principles of life and
the values of spirituality in life. They glorify the spiritual side of
man’s life and impart courage and hope to him even in the extreme
adversity. The characters she shaped and portrayed in her works were
reflective of her inspiration from the legendary characters in Indian
epics. Her ballads are steeped in Hindu sentiments and traditions and
they celebrate various Hindu ideals and principles. The legends she
had selected are revealing of the essential Indian spirit and belief and
speak of her deep love for Hindu culture, traditions and ideals. The
ancient legends of India had an abiding charm for Toru Dutt. ‘Savitri’
is her most extended and appealing work. It expounds the ideals of
Indian womanhood and the basic principles of Vedantic philosophy.
It depicts in vivid and superb poetry the life and adventures of an
ideal Hindu wife. The work is based on the theme of the triumph of
pure love over death. Savitri is the embodiment of the ideal wife.
She is deeply and inalienably attached to her husband, Satyavan. Her
deep emotional attachment to and love for him emboldens her to
follow him even in death. Her perfect love for her husband, boldness
and courage enable her win the heart of Yama, the dreaded god of
Death, who condescends to give life back to Satyavan. She succeeds
in her mission and leads a life of peace and happiness with him. The
message for women that the story gives is that an ideal Hindu wife
is required to live always in the company of her husband. Savitri
frankly tells Yama: Where’er my husband dear is led,

Or journeys of his own free will,
I too must go, though darkness spread
Across my path, portending ill.
Toru Dutt was endowed with the rare gift of conceiving her

characters with sympathy and understanding and delineating them

TG 7.9, FeTe (FIPTS) P O



with truth and fidelity. She read the Indian classics with an open
mind and tried to grasp the essential Indian spirit and ideology.
Though her characters are based on Hindu classics, not the product
of her creative imagination, her presentation of the characters lends a
new dignity and significance to them. She possessed the rare power
of understanding human nature as well as the inner feelings and
sentiments of her characters. Her depiction of both male and female
characters is revealing of wonderfully artistic power and dexterity,
but as a woman she is more at home with her female characters than
with her mate characters. Savitri, Sita, and Jogadhya Uma, who are
her important female characters are the ideal representatives of Indian
womanhood.

Toru Dutt aimed at highlighting the deep and eternal truths
of Hindu ideals and beliefs so that the people of the West might
understand the deep spiritual values of Indian culture and ideals,
faith and ways of life. The Hindu ideals and conceptions are mostly
derived from the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Gita, the Puranas and the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata. She might have felt that the Hindu
faith, with its emphasis on spiritualism and moral values, was greatly
needed in the present age to check the growing tide of Western
materialism. ‘The Royal Ascetic and the Hind deals with the clash
asceticism and love in which love gains a victory in the end. In the
story of ‘Dhruba’ this order is reversed. In this poem there is a clash
between love and asceticism in which asceticism wins supremacy in
the end. ‘Bhutto’ is the story of the ideal disciple, and Sindhu that of
the ideal son. Prahlad is the story of the ideal devotee who has a very
firm and unshakable faith in God. In ‘Sita’ we have a picture of the
ideal Indian woman who calmly and patiently bears the unmerited
suffering of her husband. Thus, we see that the ‘Ancient Ballads gives
a true and vivid picture of various faiths and ideals which form an
important part of Indian culture and tradition.

Toru Dutt sought to establish a link between the East and
the West by bringing the two closer to each other. Though she was a
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Christian by faith and culture, she was deeply attracted to the Indian
culture, myths and traditions. She produced poetry on the Hindu theme
of culture, traditions and ideals in order to interpret and expound the
essentials of Hindu faith to the West. She felt that the people of the
West need the touch of Hindu culture and ideals to come out from
the murk of materialism which exercises a deadening effect on the
spiritual values of European life and society. Through her poetry she
tried to show the distinction between the philosophy of the East and
the philosophy of the West, that is, moral and spiritual value of life
and the material ways of life of the West. What she intends to do is
to justify supremevalue of Hindu culture, traditions and ideals for an
individual to lead a true human life anywhere in the world.

Toru Duttwrote poetry on the themes of Indian culture,
traditions and ideals drawn from Indian epics, legends and Puranas to
let the western world know the greatness of Hindu faith and beliefs,
the values of spiritualism and the essence of Vedanta Philosophy
which are essential to protect the life of Europe against the strong tide
of materialism. Her poetry is of a pioneer nature in this regard. She
was a pioneer in the field of Indo-Anglian poetry. She is endowed
with extraordinary poetic qualities, though not always technically
perfect and her poetry is of high poetic worth. She is the first Indian
woman to handle the English verse with ease and command. Dunn ()
describes her as “the founder of modern school of English poetry”.
Her achievements as poet overshadow those of her contemporaries
and predecessors. Padmini Sengupta describes her as “a classic
writer” (Toru Dutt, OUP, 1923), The poetic works of Toru Dutt is of
a pioneer nature. The prominent qualities of her poetry are simplicity,
spontaneity, delicacy of touch, fitness of artistry, and delightful music.
Toru Dutt is one of the earliest poets credited with taking the initiative
to introduceand establish the convention of Indo-Anglian poetry.

Sarojini Naidu (1879-1949) was a nationalist leader, freedom

fighter, administrator, philosopher and above all, poetess of high
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poetic merit. Diverse currents of tradition, many roads of influence
and numerous talents meet in her. She had been influenced by her
father who was a scientist and her mother who was something of a
poet. A Bengali by race, she was born and brought up in Hyderabad.
She was a Hindu, growing up in the Muslim environment. She had
in her a combination of dignity and mirth, gravity and gaiety. Her
outlook and temper contained an amalgam of the old and the new,
East and West, Hindu and Muslim without any clash. She was a
patriot who human feelings led her to embrace peoples and cultures
other than her own. She belonged to the whole world and yielded to
none in her attachment of India. She was an intellectual with deep
understanding of life but young in spirit and outlook. She had a
remarkable gift of warm and deep humanity. Her humanness towers
over everything else. She developed a wide vision of India.

Toru Dutt and Sarojini Naidu

Sarojini Naidu, called the Nightingale of India, is remembered
as a poetess for “The Golden Threshold”, “The Bird of Time” and
“Broken Wing”. She carries forward the task left incomplete by
the premature death of Toru Dutt. Her poetry is conspicuous for
thevivid presentation of Indian atmosphere. She has poetized the
India of temples, wandering pilgrims and singers, the sights and
sounds, known and familiar to us. She achieves signal success in the
handling of Indian imagery and the expression of Indian personality.
Toru Dutt described puranic legends of ancient India while Sarijini
Naidu immortalized the familiar scenes of everyday life in modern
India. Her poetry mostly is ornate and her poetic style is jeweled
and exuberant, while Toru Dutt exulted in a flamboyant, highly

ornamental and figurative style.

Indian Themes in Sarojini Naidu
She wrote poetry on Indian themes and her perceptions of

life. She mainly deals in her poetry with the themes of love, nature and
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the Indian pageant. Her poetry shows a general feeling of aliveness
to life with all its varieties, its colour, its beauty and a general sense
of not the joy of it, but also of its poignant pathos. Major themes of
her poetry consist of the simple joys and hopes, and tears and live
of the common-folk in town and country, the irresistible fascination
which Nature, particularly at Spring-time, casts over her, the aches
and ecstasies of love, the ever-recurring challenges of suffering and

loss to the human spirit, of Death to life.

Romanticism in Sarojini Naidu

Sarojini Naidu may be described as belonging to, if not all,
the Romantic school of poetry. She is a Romanticist like the one of the
Elizabethan period. Her poetry is not marked by intellectual vigour.
Her strength does not lie in reflective power or intellectual pith. It is
not her aim to grapple with life’s problems as does the philosopher
or the abstract thinker. She only introduces situations that make her
nerves tingle and stir her into quivering song. She regards life as a
mingled web of rainbows and romance of sunlight and starlight, of
death and deprivation. Life brings her many and wonderful lights; it
also brings shadows. But the dominant feature is light, not darkness. It
is because she unequivocally accepts life on life’s terms. Even when
the songbird’s wing is broken, its spirit is unbroken and triumphant:

Behold! I rise to meet the destined spring
And scale the stars upon my broken wings!

In her work Life and Light are supreme, not Death and Darkness.
The tints of twilight rarely deepen into shades of night. She takes
death in her stride and accepts it too, and naturally, for to accept life
is to accept death as well. There are poems in which she seems to be
crushed by pain and grief, but the poems into which she has poured
most of her poetic power and spirit are those in which there is a note
of defiance and of victory over her circumstance. The dominant note
note of poetry is one of courage.
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Indian Thought in Sarojini Naidu

Sarojini Naidu blended traditional Indian philosophy with
modern nationalist activism. Acting as both a poet of Indian ethos
and Indian political leader. Her work famous as “Nightingale of
India”, embedded Advaita Vedanta (soul’s oneness with God),
spiritual mysticism and the cultural ideals of womanhood, pleading
for modern reforms in India. Herpoem “The Soul’s Prayer” reflects
the Vedantic belief in the immortal soul’s communication with the
Supreme and the unity of life her poetry invokes the traditional
Indian aesthetic concept of rasa (essence/taste) creating atmospheric
“sensecapes” that represent Indian culture. He philosophy promoted
universal brotherhood, the reconciliation of different faiths and
cultural unity within India’s diversity. Naidu was a bridge between
the spiritual, the lyrical world of Indian tradition and the practical,
modernizing struggle of the Indian National Congress. She utilized
poetry to build nationalistic passion and public speeches to challenge

social inequality.

Toru Dutt’s Philosophy

Toru Dutt’s philosophy ia a blend of Indian spiritualism
and Western romanticism. It reflects a unique synthesis of her
Christian upbringing and Indian heritage. Her work emphasizes
the transitoriness of life, the strength of women, patriotism and the
integration of diverse cultural identities. Her work is deeply rooted in
Indian mythology and Hindu philosophy. She explored the concepts
of deeds (karma), devotion (savitri) and detachment in her “Ancient
Ballads and Legends of Hindustan”, her philosophy embraces he
French, English and Indian experiences. She combined Western

romanticism with Indian Vedic stories,

Visions of India in the works of Toru and Naidu

The visions of India are clearly reflected in the poetic works
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of Toru Dutt and Sarojini Naidu. The two poets have presented
distinct visions of India. Toru Dutt focused on romanticizing its rich
mythology and melancholic personal nostalgia, while Naidu has
depicted a vibrant, musical and romanticized picture of contemporary
Indian life. She focuses on its sensory, cultural and nationalist essence.
Dutt has blended Western romantic style with Indian legends, while
Naidu has focused on Indian aesthetics and patriotic fervour. She has
successfully blended Indian sensibilities with Western poetic style,
particularly in “Our Casuarine”

Conclusion

Toru Dutt’s “Ancient Ballads and Legends” depicts a
connection with India’s past and focuses on stories like Savitri
and Sita, and highlights her love for Indian tradition and cultural
heritage. Naidu’s poems like “Palanquin Bearer’s” and “Bangle-
Sellers” portrays a vivid picture of Indian life. She used poetry to
raise awareness of India’s freedom movement, idealized vision of
India’s cultural beauty and struggle for liberation. Dutt focuses on
the “Hindustan” of legends and her work often reflects her hybrid
identity, blending personal nostalgia with Indian myths, while Naidu
celebrates the Indian traditional life and focuses on the beauty of the
landscape and its diversity of its people. Both the poets were crucial
in shaping a distinct Indian identity in literature.
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Paradigm Shifts & Challenges in Teacher
Education @ NEP-2020
Krishnendu Majumdar
Assistant Professor, Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

Background:

Let me start with a notable statement from the Kothari
Commission’s report, which was published between 1964 and 1966.
This statement became so well-known that it was included as a
multiple-choice question in various competitive exams: “The destiny
of India is now being shaped in her classrooms.” However, a critical
question remains: Have we successfully shaped our classrooms
for more than seven and a half decades? This issue has a widely
recognized answer among those who are even minimally aware of
their social environment. We are all familiar with the goal set out in
Article 45, and it is evident that no Indian state managed to achieve this
objective for more than four decades. It was only after constitutional
amendments and the inclusion of a fundamental right in Article 21A,
along with necessary revisions to Articles 45 and 51A, that there was
a marginal improvement, and we can anticipate better progress in the
future. The National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education,
published in 2009, begins with three highly relevant quotes: “People
in this country have been slow to realize that education is a profession
that requires extensive training, just like any other profession,” as
stated by the University Education Commission (1948-49). “The
destiny of India is currently being forged in classrooms,” according
to the Education Commission (1964-66). “The status of the teacher
reflects the society’s socioeconomic values; it is claimed that no
nation can rise above the level of its teachers,” as noted by the
National Policy on Education 1986.

In the first Education Commission in India, known as the
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RadhaKrishnan Commission (1948-49), higher education received
the highest priority. Following this, the Mudaliar Commission
(1952-53) emphasized secondary education more than other levels.
However, the Kothari Commission (1964-66) recommended that
equal importance be given to all stages of education. Based on
these recommendations, the National Policy of Education (NPE)
was formulated in 1968 to implement the Kothari Commission’s
suggestions and provide effective guidelines. Subsequently, in 1986,
another National Policy of Education was introduced, and its revised
version, the Programme of Action (POA), was launched in 1992 to
enhance the effectiveness of the Indian education system.

After 34 years, a draft New Education Policy (DNEP)
consisting of 484 pages was introduced in 2019 under the leadership
of Prof. K. Kasturirangan, former Director of the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO). On 29th July 2020, the National
Education Policy (NEP) was approved by the Government of India
and officially published.

Currently, teacher education is considered a multidisciplinary
and comprehensive program, which has been given greater emphasis
than in the past. There has been a significant change in teacher
education programs due to the regulations introduced by the National
Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) in 2014, which came into
effect in 2015 across the country. From that point, teacher education
programs have been structured as a 2-year course. Alongside this, the
content of these programs has been made more scientific, modern,
and activity-based.

The draft National Policy of Education (DNEP) of 2019
introduced several effective recommendations that took effect
from July 2020. All multidisciplinary universities and colleges are
encouraged to establish education departments and offer B.Ed.
programmes in collaboration with other academic departments. All

standalone teacher education institutes ( TEIs) are required to transition
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into multidisciplinary institutions by 2030. At that time, all such
institutions will have to provide a 4-year integrated teacher education
program. According to the NEP-2020, higher education institutions
(HEIs) are recommended to offer a 4-year integrated B.Ed. program
along with a 2-year B.Ed. for students who have already completed
a bachelor’s degree in a specialized subject. A 1-year B.Ed. program
may also be available for students who have completed a 4-year
undergraduate degree in a specialized field. Meritorious students will
be provided with scholarships. Additionally, the National Testing
Agency will be entrusted with conducting aptitude tests to ensure
uniform standards in teacher education.

The role, responsibilities, accountability, delivery, and
control of the National Council for Teacher Education have been a
matter of serious concern and debate for over two and a half decades.
Academics who are aware of the subject must be familiar with Shri
Sudip Banerjee’s study on NCTE, which was presented to the then-
MHRD. As a result, I will not be addressing this aspect in this article.

Major Interventions of Quality Teacher Education
from National Education Policy-2020:

In the entire document of the National Education Policy
2020, education for quality teachers has been addressed in three main
segments: Teachers, Approaches to Teacher Education, and Teacher
Education. However, if one examines the National Education Policy
2020 document critically, it is evident that there is a consistent
emphasis on teachers in one form or another. For example, one of the
principles of this policy states that teachers and faculty are the heart
of the learning process, and it emphasizes recruitment, continuous
professional development, positive working environments, and
service conditions. Regarding quality teacher education, the policy
proposes several significant changes. These include the nature and

duration of teacher training programs, the nature of teacher training
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institutions, the mode of admission, the curriculum of teacher
education, the emphasis on the training of in-service teachers with a
focus on continuous professional development and career progression,
the conversion of the National Council of Teacher Education into a
professional standard-setting body that will function as a member
of the ‘General Education Council,” which is one of the four vertical
bodies of the Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) under
the revised governance model, and the emphasis on special education,
vocational education, and special educators. Lastly, all new PhD
entrants will be exposed to issues related to curriculum, pedagogy,
and assessment.

Before delving into the concerns of the NPE-2020, it is
important to understand the pressing question from school education
that needs to be addressed by Teacher Education:

1. Regardless of the language in which students are taught, the
biggest challenge confronting school education in India is its
obsession with mastering examinations through rote learning.
Therefore, all Teacher-Education departments must come up
with relevant and significant ‘epistemological’ suggestions
concerning the curriculum and pedagogy of our schools as
well as teacher education.

2. TheIndian education system operates as a sorting mechanism,
with a major concern being the completion of the prescribed
syllabus rather than mastery of the subject. This is done
to make students exam-ready. The pass percentage of
teachers is the sole key indicator of their accountability and
responsibility as perceived by society and parents, and rote
learning is the primary method to achieve this. It is well
known that most of our school-going children are far behind
the grade-level expectations.

3. It is also a commonly acknowledged fact from NCF-2005
that learning has become a source of burden and stress for
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children, and the stress on their parents is an evidence of a
deep distortion in educational aims and quality. To correct
this distortion, NCF-2005 proposed five guiding principles
for curriculum development: (i) connecting knowledge to life
outside the school; (ii) ensuring that learning moves away
from rote methods; (iii) enriching the curriculum so that
it goes beyond textbooks; (iv) making examinations more
flexible and integrating them with classroom life; and (v)
nurturing an overriding identity informed by caring concerns
within the democratic polity of the country. Needless to
mention, these guiding principles had a direct bearing on
Teacher Education, but the lack of synergy worsened the
situation further.
It will be worth mentioning here, the report of UEC-1948-49,
where Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan wrote, “We were everywhere
struck by a deep general awareness of the importance of higher
education for national welfare and an uneasy sense of the
inadequacy of the present pattern”, it further says, “while it
is generally recognized that the universities should provide the
best teaching over the entire field of knowledge of which its own
resources may permit, that they should offer this teaching to the
widest range of students irrespective of class, sex, caste, religion,
that they should extend by original inquiry the frontiers of
learning and, above all, mould and shape students not merely
by the training of the intellect but by the disciplining the spirit,
University Men & Women were aware of serious shortcomings
in the functioning of the universities in regard to these matters”.
Can NEP-2020, changed this situation with special reference to
Teacher Education ? Let us examine the document-

* The high level of respect for teachers and the esteemed status
of the teaching profession must be restored to encourage the
best talent to enter the teaching field.
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* Teachers need to be motivated and empowered to ensure a
bright future for our children and our nation.

* To attract outstanding students, especially from rural areas,
into the teaching profession, a large number of merit-based
scholarships will be introduced nationwide for pursuing high-
quality 4-year integrated B.Ed. programmes.

* In rural regions, special merit-based scholarships will be
established, including preferential employment opportunities
in their local areas upon successfully completing their B.Ed.
programmes.

* Incentives will be provided to teachers to take up teaching roles
in rural areas, particularly where there is a critical shortage of

quality educators.

* A major incentive for teaching in rural schools will be the
provision of local housing near or on the school premises or
enhanced housing allowances.

* The harmful practice of excessive teacher transfers will be
stopped.

* Teacher Eligibility Tests (TETs) will be strengthened.

* Sharing of teachers across schools, particularly for subjects like
art, physical education, vocational education, and languages.

* Hiring of local eminent individuals or experts as ‘master
instructors’ in various subjects.

¢ Implementation of a technology-based comprehensive teacher-
requirement planning system to forecast needs and align
teacher education programmes with vacancies.

* Overhauling the service environment and culture within
schools.

* Ensuring that schools offer decent and pleasant working
conditions.

¢ Teachers will be more involved in school governance.

¢ Teachers will no longer be engaged in work unrelated to

teaching.
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* Developing a caring and inclusive school culture.

¢ Teachers will be given more autonomy in choosing aspects of
their teaching methods.

* Teachers will have continuous opportunities for self-
improvement and to learn the latest innovations and
advancements in their profession.

* Outstanding teachers must be recognized and promoted.

¢ Career growth for teachers must be ensured.

* Vertical mobility based on merit will be a priority.

* Additional special educators will be appointed for specific
areas of school education.

* In response to the need for educators to gain expertise in both
high-quality academic content and teaching methods, teacher
training will progressively shift by 2030 to multidisciplinary
colleges and universities. This will include four-year, two-
year, and one-year B.Ed. programs, as well as teacher education
through open and distance learning.

¢ All B.Ed. programmes will also focus on the practice of
the Fundamental Duties outlined in Article 51A of the Indian
Constitution, along with other relevant constitutional provisions.

¢ Strict measures will be implemented against substandard
standalone Teacher Education Institutions ( TEIs).

¢ All multidisciplinary universities and colleges will aim to set up
education departments. These departments will not only conduct
advanced research in various educational fields but will also
offer B.Ed. programs in collaboration with other departments,
such as psychology, philosophy, sociology, neuroscience,
Indian languages, arts, music, history, literature, physical
education, science, and mathematics.

* The four-year integrated B.Ed. programme offered by these
multidisciplinary higher education institutions will, by 2030,
become the minimum qualification required for school teachers.
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¢ All new Ph.D. candidates, regardless of their field of study,
will be required to take credit-based courses related to teaching,
education, pedagogy, and writing, tailored to their specific Ph.D.
subject. These courses will provide exposure to pedagogical
practices, curriculum design, effective assessment systems, and
communication skills.

* Ph.D. students will also be required to complete a minimum
number of teaching hours through teaching assistantships and
other similar activities.

* A pool of distinguished senior and retired faculty members will
be established.

The examination of the document highlights several crucial
points that are significant in the context of teacher quality across
various levels. It is essential to remember that the National Education
Policy (NEP)-2020 emphasized the importance of the Sustainable
Development Goals, particularly SDG-4, which focuses on quality
education. Therefore, quality teacher education cannot be viewed
as an isolated concept; it is interconnected with different aspects of
society. The principles of NEP-2020, such as recognizing, identifying,
and nurturing the unique abilities of each student, require teachers
and parents to be sensitized to promote the holistic development of
students in both academic and non-academic areas. The policy also
aims to ensure that all students achieve foundational literacy and
numeracy by Grade 3. It advocates for flexibility in learning, allowing
students to choose their learning paths based on their talents and
interests. NEP-2020 seeks to eliminate harmful hierarchies and silos
by removing rigid distinctions between arts and sciences, curricular
and extra-curricular activities, and vocational and academic streams.
It promotes a multidisciplinary and holistic education that unifies
various fields of knowledge. The policy emphasizes conceptual
understanding over rote learning, fosters creativity and critical

thinking, and encourages logical decision-making and innovation.
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It also highlights the importance of ethical and human values such
as empathy, respect, cleanliness, and democratic spirit. The policy
promotes multilingualism and the power of language in education. It
focuses on life skills like communication, cooperation, teamwork, and
resilience. NEP-2020 advocates for regular formative assessments
that support learning, rather than summative assessments that
encourage a coaching culture. It emphasizes the use of technology
to enhance teaching and learning, remove language barriers, and
improve access for students with disabilities, while also aiding in
educational planning and management. The policy stresses respect
for diversity and the local context in curriculum, pedagogy, and
policy, considering education as a concurrent subject. Full equity and
inclusion are emphasized as the foundation of educational decisions
to ensure all students can thrive. Synergy across the curriculum from
early childhood education to higher education is promoted. Teachers
are considered the heart of the learning process, requiring proper
recruitment, continuous professional development, positive working
environments, and favorable service conditions. A ‘light but tight’
regulatory framework is proposed to ensure integrity, transparency,
and resource efficiency through audits and public disclosure, while
encouraging innovation and new ideas through autonomy, good
governance, and empowerment. Outstanding research is considered
essential for quality education and development. Continuous progress
is to be reviewed through sustained research and regular assessments
by educational experts. The policy encourages a rootedness and
pride in India’s rich and diverse culture and knowledge systems.
It positions education as a public service and recognizes access
to quality education as a fundamental right for every child. These
principles should be seamlessly integrated into teacher education.
NEP-2020 states that it is critical for children not only to learn but
also to learn how to learn. Education must shift towards developing
critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity, and adaptability.
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Pedagogy should evolve to make education more experiential, holistic,
integrated, inquiry-based, discovery-oriented, learner-centered,
discussion-based, and enjoyable. The curriculum should include arts,
crafts, humanities, games, sports, languages, literature, culture, and
values alongside science and mathematics, to develop all aspects
of learners. It aims to make education more well-rounded, useful,
and fulfilling. Education must build character, enabling learners to
be ethical, rational, compassionate, and caring, while preparing them
for gainful and fulfilling employment. All these intentions of NEP-
2020 must be embedded in a broader curriculum framework that can
be transformed into ‘actionable actions’ to achieve both foundational
capacities, such as literacy and numeracy, and higher-order cognitive
capacities, including critical thinking and problem-solving, along
with social, ethical, and emotional capacities and dispositions.
Problems and Challenges:

The main purpose of an internship is for trainees to learn by
actually working in a school, where they are guided by experienced
teachers who act as mentors and supervisors. These trained and
skilled teachers play a key role in helping future generations develop
the skills needed to deal with problems at national and global levels.
However, in practice, the goals of internships are often ignored or not
followed properly. The study points out that the school internship,
which is a main part of teacher education, faces several major
problems and challenges, including:

» Trainees often miss their internships because the schools
assigned to them are far from their homes. Not all trainees can
choose schools close to where they live. Usually, schools near
training colleges are approved by the education department, but
trainees come from many different backgrounds. Sometimes the
schools they are sent to are more than forty to fifty kilometers
away from their homes. This is made harder by the cultural and
linguistic diversity among students, especially in the northern
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part of West Bengal, where students speak different languages
like Bengali, Adivasi, Bihari, and Nepali.

» The rules and guidelines for internships are unclear and
not properly followed, especially when it comes to evaluation.
Trainees spend five months in schools, but they have no say in
how they are assessed. Their only role is to get a certificate at
the end.

» There is poor communication and coordination between
training colleges, education departments, and the schools where
internships take place. Students in the study say they don’t get
enough time to teach in class because too many training colleges
send students to the same schools.

» School staff aren’t given enough information about what
the internships involve, like action research, teaching methods,
reflective journals, and community activities.

» Trainees don’t get enough feedback on their performance.
Mentors and supervisors don’t have the time or skills to give
useful feedback that helps trainees understand their strengths and
areas for improvement.

» Mentoring and monitoring are important tasks for teacher
educators. They should visit schools often and discuss the
experiences of student-teachers. However, the study found that
this is rarely happening because there are not enough teacher
educators, and those who are available haven’t received proper

training for these roles.

Suggestions:
\}\{ Trainee teachers should be given opportunities to teach in
both government and privately managed secondary schools that
are affiliated with boards like CBSE and ICSE. This exposure
should be accompanied by sustained engagement, systematic

support, and continuous feedback from teacher educators or
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faculty members. This approach will help trainees understand the
different working environments of various types of schools.

€ Action research related to school issues or classroom-based
research projects should be emphasized during the internship
period. This will enable trainees to apply theoretical knowledge
in real-life teaching scenarios and develop practical problem-
solving skills.

€ A pre-internship orientation program should be made
mandatory for trainee teachers before they begin their actual
internship in schools. This program should include discussions on
key components such as objectives, lesson planning, assessment,
and conducting action research. The orientation or workshop
should be conducted jointly by district-level education officers
like the District Inspector of Schools (secondary), head of
schools, and the faculty members of the teacher training colleges
offering the B.Ed. program.

€ There should be effective coordination among the head of
schools, teacher educators, and faculty members of training
institutes, along with the education department at the district
level. This coordination is essential for proper supervision and
guidance of trainees during their internship.

\}\{ The evaluation process during internship needs improvement.
Currently, the external examiner appointed by the affiliating
university conducts the final external evaluation in the third
semester, which accounts for 50% of the total marks. This is
completed within four days, with 25 students assessed each day.
However, the head of schools, who have control over the trainees
for about five months, have no role in this evaluation. There is a
clear need to empower the head of schools and subject teachers
of the respective schools to assess the performance of trainees. In
practice, this role is often absent. Therefore, the role of the head
of schools in the evaluation process should be clearly defined and
implemented.
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\}\{ Training institutes, in collaboration with the education

department and school heads, should organize workshops on
research methodology for both teacher educators and trainees.
These workshops will help in the smooth conduct of action

research and case studies related to school problems.

Major Changes in Higher Education as proposed by
NEP-2020 :

Several recommendations were proposed under the National
Education Policy (NEP-2020) in the field of higher education, with
the key changes outlined as follows: a) promoting the development of
large multidisciplinary universities and colleges; b) shifting towards
a more interdisciplinary undergraduate education; ¢) encouraging
greater autonomy for faculty and institutions; d) modernizing the
curriculum, teaching methods, assessment systems, and student
support mechanisms; e) reinforcing the integrity and leadership roles
of faculty and institutional heads; f) establishing a National Research
Foundation (NRF) to support outstanding research in universities
and colleges; g) implementing light but effective regulation through
a single governing body, the Higher Education Committee of India
(HECD); h) ensuring governance of higher education institutions by
highly qualified and independent boards that have both academic and
administrative autonomy; i) enhancing access, equity, and inclusion
in education; and j) ensuring the implementation of online education
and Open and Distance Learning (ODL) to accommodate all learners,

including those with disabilities.

Major Recommendations for more Holistic and
Multidisciplinary Education:

1)Research should be enhanced and improved through a
holistic and multidisciplinary approach. 2)Engineering institutions

such as the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) will adopt a holistic
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and multidisciplinary education system. 3)Undergraduate (UG)
degrees will be offered in either a 3-year or 4-year format. 4)Students
can obtain a certificate upon completing one year or two semesters, a
diploma upon completing two years or four semesters, a degree upon
completing three years or six semesters, and a degree with honors
upon completing four years or eight semesters. 5) Students can get
admission to a two-year postgraduate (PG) program is possible after
completing a three-year UG program, or a one-year PG programme
and after a four-year UG program. Students can also apply for a five-
year integrated UG/PG program. 6)The M.Phil. programme will be
discontinued. 7)After completing PG programme or a four-year UG

program with research, students can apply for a Ph.D. programme.

Conclusion:

Most teachers understand that completing teacher training
is just the start, and the real challenge begins in the classroom. As
we examine the intent of the National Education Policy-2020, it
becomes clear that the challenges ahead will be even greater than the
toughest exam papers. With increased expectations and accumulated
experience, teachers need to develop a strong set of long-term
strategies, particularly through strategic planning. This is especially
important in light of NEP-2020, which emphasizes, “the teacher must
be at the centre of the fundamental reforms in the education system.”
Additionally, when happiness is considered a fundamental issue to
address, it’s worth noting that the United Nations adopted a resolution
on happiness in 2011. Thus, teacher education plays a significant role
in this context. Therefore, the need to re-establish teachers, at all
levels, as the most respected and essential members of society has
become a primary concern of NEP-2020, as they truly shape our
next generation of citizens. All the changes envisioned in the school
education sector rely on teachers’ ability to conceptualize and deliver

these changes effectively.
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This once again underscores the importance of quality
teacher education, a point highlighted in NEP-2020’s point 15.2,
which warns us: “According to the Justice J. S. Verma Commission
(2012) constituted by the Supreme Court, a majority of stand-alone
teacher education institutions—over 10,000 in number—are not
even attempting serious teacher education but are essentially selling
degrees for a price. Regulatory efforts so far have neither been able
to curb the malpractices in the system nor enforce basic standards for
quality. In fact, these efforts have had the negative effect of curbing
the growth of excellence and innovation in the sector. The sector and
its regulatory system are, therefore, in urgent need of revitalization
through radical action, in order to raise standards and restore integrity,
credibility, efficacy, and high quality in the teacher education system.
“Establishing common standards for both private and public higher
education institutions will play a crucial role in the success of such
reforms, and this will come with its own set of challenges.

Lastly, but certainly not least, raising aspirations will have an
impact on the overall situation. To address this concern, “University
Departments” must be brought on board for a large-scale reorientation
towards “Quality Teacher Education,” which should be linked to

outcome-based teacher education.
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Is Language an Invention or a Discovery?
Stardust, Syntax, and the Grammar of the Cosmos
Subhradeep Sarkar
B.ED. Trainee, 3rd Semester, Department of English and
Pedagogy, Balurghat B.Ed. College

Before there were alphabets, there were stars. An ancient
navigator once stood beneath a sky unblemished by sodium lamps
or satellites. He did not possess a compass. He possessed memory.
The rising of Orion meant winter. The curve of the Great Bear meant
north. The heavens were not decoration; they were instruction. The
sky was not silent; it was legible. Long before grammar, there were
patterns, relations. So we must ask: when we speak of language, are
we speaking of something we invented, like the violin or the steam
engine ? Or are we speaking of something we discovered, like gravity
or the structure of DNA? The question appears simple. It is not.

Because it demands that we first understand what language is.

I. What Is Language, Really ?

Language is not merely sound shaped by tongue and teeth.
It is not ink disciplined into lines. It is not confined to vowels,
consonants, or punctuation. At its most Fundamental level, language
is structured information that allows one system to encode aspects of
reality and another to decode them. It is a patterned difference that
carries meaning. When a neuron fires, it does not shout. It changes
voltage. And that difference, measured in millivolts, can encode
sensation, memory, fear, mathematics. Information is not substance;
it is structure. Language, in this deeper sense, is the architecture of
correspondence between self and world. A word draws a boundary:
this, not that. A sentence builds a bridge across it. But does that bridge

belong to humans alone ?
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II. The Geometry of Bees

am based on the research of Karl von

Figure 1: Source: Educational diar
Frisch (1946)

In the early twentieth century, the Austrian ethologist Karl
von Frisch demonstrated that honeybees communicate the location
of food through what we now call the waggle dance. A foraging bee
returns to the hive and performs a figure-eight movement. The angle
of the central “waggle” relative to vertical encodes the direction
of nectar relative to the Sun. The duration of the waggle encodes
distance. The vigor of the dance can encode quality. This is not a

metaphor. It is measurement.

Figure 2: Source: Illustration from “An Immense World” by Ed Yong
(2022).
Even more astonishing is that bees infer the Sun’s position
using patterns of polarized light in the sky. The patterns are invisible

to human eyes but detectable through specialized photo receptors.
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They calculate direction even when clouds conceal the Sun itself.
They inscribe vectors in darkness. They perform geometry with their
bodies.

If language is a rule-governed symbolic mapping between
environment and communicable signal, then bees possess language;
not poetry, not recursion, but representation. They did not invent
trigonometry. They discovered angles. Evolution sculpted in them the
ability to reduce uncertainty about nectar sources. And uncertainty, in

the language of physics, is entropy.

I11. The First Alphabet: The Language of Life

Long before mouths formed vowels, before wings carried nectar-
maps, life inscribed itself in chemistry. Inside nearly every cell on
Earth resides a molecule whose structure resembles a twisted ladder:
DNA-deoxyribonucleic acid. Its alphabet consists of four letters:
A, G, C, and T-adenine, guanine, cytosine, and thymine. In some

contexts, T is replaced by U or uracil in RNA. Four symbols.
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Figure 3: The chemical structure and double-helix model of DNA.
(Source: NHGRI/NIH)

With them, life composes symphonies. These letters do not
float randomly. They pair with exquisite fidelity-A with T, G with
C-guided by the geometry of hydrogen bonds. Sequences of these
bases form codons, triplets that correspond to amino acids. Amino
acids assemble into proteins. Proteins fold into molecular machines.

And those machines build cells, tissues, organs; entire organisms that
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breathe and dream. From four letters arises a forest.

The human genome contains roughly three billion base pairs.
If written in ordinary text, it would fill volumes beyond the patience
of a single lifetime. And yet it resides compact, coiled, and patient-
within nearly every one of our cells. It is not a static inscription.
It is an active, responsive manuscript. The genome is less a book
than a symphony score written for an orchestra of molecules. Its
music is not realized in ink, but in time. Development unfolds like a
performance. A fertilized cell divides, then divides again. Identical at
first, the daughter cells begin to diverge. Some will become neurons
capable of remembering a childhood sky. Others will become cardiac
cells pulsing with relentless devotion. Genes switch on and off in
regulated cascades, like movements in a composition. Chemical
gradients drift through embryonic tissues, providing emphasis and
pause. Regulatory networks weave feedback loops-molecular
conversations that determine when a limb buds, when an eye cups the
light. This language is older than any spoken tongue. It was already
whispering in the Archean oceans more than three billion years ago,
when Earth’s skies were thick with methane and her continents were
still assembling themselves from molten thought. Long before there
were forests to rustle, before there were lungs to breathe, before there
were poets to ask why anything exists at all-this molecular script was
copying itself in tidal pools lit by a young Sun. We did not invent
this alphabet. We discovered it, lately in the cosmic evening, when
curiosity bent over microscopes and asked the cell to reveal its secret.
When we learned to read it, we did not create meaning; we uncovered
it.

The language of life predates lips. It predates bone and
blood, predates nervous systems and memory. It is a language
written in carbon and hydrogen, in nitrogen and oxygen-a language
that survived asteroid impacts and ice ages, that endured continental

drift and mass extinctions. And here is the quiet astonishment: From
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that ancient molecular text arose beings capable of reading it. The
alphabet learned to contemplate itself. When we trace the double
helix with our equations and our awe, we are not merely studying
biology. We are witnessing matter becoming self-literate. Stardust,
arranged by natural law, has found a way to pronounce its own name.

The first alphabet was not spoken, It was lived.

IV. Does Matter Speak?

Now let us go further. Strip the universe of bees, of birds, of neurons,
of tongues.

Remove every metabolizing cell.

What remains ?

Fields. Particles. Radiation. Curvature.

Do they communicate ?

Figure 4. The Feynman Diagrams. (Source: Illustration by James O’Brien
for Quanta Magazine.)
Modern physics suggests something remarkable: interaction is
structured information exchange. In quantum field theory, particles
are excitations of underlying fields. The electromagnetic force arises
from exchanges of photons. The strong force from gluons. These
interactions are not chaotic; they obey symmetry principles and
conservation laws. The equations of motion are not decorative. They
are constraints. According to Albert Einstein, gravity is not a force
pulling masses together but the curvature of spacetime. Mass tells

spacetime how to curve; spacetime tells mass how to move. It is
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geometry governing motion. In quantum mechanics, the wavefunction
encodes probabilities, structured information about potential states.
When systems interact, those probabilities update and correlations
form. Entanglement distributes information nonlocally within strict
mathematical bounds.

Physics does not “speak” in intention. But it operates through
lawful correspondence. The constants of nature, the symmetry groups
of gauge fields, the conservation laws-these are grammar without
consciousness. Structure without metaphor. If language, in its most
abstract form, is rule-governed relation enabling state transitions,
then the universe was syntactic long before it was semantic. The

cosmos had grammar before it had poets.

V. Human Language: Reflection of Reflection

The human language is unique, not because it invented
structure, but because it became recursive. Our neural architectures
allow symbols to refer not only to objects but to abstractions, to
counterfactuals, to infinity. We can speak of yesterday and tomorrow,
of imaginary numbers and unobservable galaxies. We can describe
the laws that govern description. This recursion of language referring
to itself is unprecedented in known biology. But the underlying
principles such as pattern recognition, signal encoding, and
prediction are all ancient. When we write Maxwell’s equations, we
are not inventing electromagnetism. We are discovering a pattern that
governed stars before Earth formed. When we identify prime numbers,
we do not manufacture them. We uncover relationships inherent in
arithmetic structure. The periodic table was not an invention of Dmitri
Mendeleev. It was an unveiling of atomic regularity. Similarly,
language did not emerge ex nihilo. Evolution shaped brains capable
of exploiting structural regularities already embedded in physical law.
Human language is matter modeling matter. It is hydrogen reflecting
on hydrogen.
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Figure 5. (Source: Illustration by Robert Neubecker for Quanta Magazine.)

VI. Stardust That Learned Syntax

STARGAZING LIVE e UNivess

Figure 6: The Open University (2013) History of the Universe timeline
[Infographic)

Every atom in our body heavier than hydrogen was forged
in stellar furnaces. The calcium in our bones was born in supernova
explosions. The oxygen we breathe was exhaled by ancient stars.
When we speak, nuclei forged in cosmic fire vibrate in patterned
air. The same quantum electrodynamics that governs distant quasars
governs the synaptic exchanges in your cortex as you parse this
sentence. There is symmetry here which is almost unbearable in its
elegance. The universe cooled. Atoms formed. Stars ignited. Planets
condensed. Chemistry became biology. Biology became cognition.
Cognition became language. At each stage, complexity increased-not
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by violating physics, but by elaborating it. Language is not alien to
matter. It is what matter does when it becomes sufficiently organized
to represent its own states and its environment. At the level of quarks,
there is interaction. For molecules, there is bonding, for cells signaling,
for animals communication. And at the level of humans? There is
reflection. We did not invent language from nothing. We discovered
higher orders of a structure that began with the first asymmetry in the

early universe.

VII. Invention, Discovery, or Emergence ?

So, is language an invention or a discovery ? It is neither in
the simple sense. We invented alphabets, yes. We invented grammar
rules, dictionaries, and punctuation. We constructed formal systems
and artificial languages. But we discovered pattern, symmetry,
recursion, and information. We discovered that structured difference
can reduce uncertainty. We discovered that reality itself obeys
mathematical constraints. Language is an emergent bridge between
physical law and conscious representation. It is where entropy meets
intention. It is where thermodynamics becomes narrative. It is the

universe modeling itself in finite neural tissue.

VIII. The irror Noticed _

Figure 7: The Conscious Universe. Source: Illustrated by Kristina

Armitage Quanta Magazine

When we ask whether language is invented or discovered,
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something extraordinary is happening. The question itself is structured
information, emerging from neural networks shaped by natural
selection, governed by quantum chemistry, obeying electromagnetic
law. The universe, arranged temporarily as a human brain, is
interrogating its own capacity for structure. We are probability
distributions that learned to pronounce uncertainty. We are chemical
gradients that learned metaphor. We are stardust that found syntax.
Perhaps language is not something we use. Perhaps it is Something
we are. And perhaps the deeper truth is this: The cosmos did not
wait for humanity to invent language. It waited for matter to become
sufficiently intricate to hear its grammar. And in that moment, when
atoms assembled into awareness and awareness began to speak, the
universe did not begin talking. It began understanding that it always
had.

Sources & Further Reading

For those who wish to trace these ideas to their scientific
foundations, the following works offer entry points into the grammar
of reality.

» Einstein, A. (1916). Die Grundlage der allgemeinen
Relativitatstheorie. Annalen der Physik, 49, 769-822.

» Frisch, K. von. (1967). The dance language and orientation of
bees. Harvard University Press.

» Mendeleev, D. (1869). On the relation of the properties to the
atomic weights of the elements. Journal of the Russian
Chemical Society, 1, 60-77.

» Watson, J. D., & Crick, F. H. C. (1953). Molecular structure
of nucleic acids: A structure for deoxyribose nucleic acid.
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» Weinberg, S. (1995). The quantum theory of fields (Vol. 1).
Cambridge University Press.

JefREit .9, FeTe (FHiFTe) S0 OIS



From policy to practice-The Unfulfilled
Promise of Multilingual Education at Primary
level in Dakshin Dinajpur District
Mayukh Deb?, Subhradeep Sarkarz, Nandita Mondal®
‘B.Ed Trainee, B.Ed Trainee, ‘Asst. Professor
B.Ed, Department of English Language and Pedagogy
Balurghat B.Ed College (Autonomous)

Abstract:

Language is the most transformative discovery in human
history- the moment we realised we could mirror the universe’s
connections with our own symbols. It is the bridge that lets memory
defy time and cooperation defy bloodlines. But, in case of Indian
constitution, which established itself upon a civilization with
linguistic plurality, educational policy has long wrestled with the
question, “Which language should mediate knowledge ? The National
Educational Policy 2020 places multilingualism at the heart of
reform, advocating mother-tongue instruction in foundational stages.
Yet in Dakshin Dinajpur, a district marked by rich tribal linguistic
traditions, classroom practice remains overwhelmingly monolingual.
This paper critically examines the gap between policy aspiration
and the ground reality of multilingual pedagogy and district level
educational patterns through a qualitative study. Moreover, the study
questions that while the NEP 2020 offers a glimpse at a philosophical
shift towards linguistic justice; structural constraints like teacher
preparation, socio—economic hierarchies, resource allocation prevent
meaningful outcomes. And for data collection the study uses previous
research articles (2019-2025) and content analysis.

Keywords:

Multilingual  education, NEP 2020, mother-tongue
instruction, Language policy, Dakshin Dinajpur, West Bengal.
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Introduction:

“Cogito, ergo sum”- with this formulation, René Descartes
grounded human existence in the act of thinking. If thought gives
raise to the experience of existence, and if thought itself is structured
through language, then language becomes more than a communicative
tool. It becomes architecture of consciousness. Educational policy,
in regulating linguistic access, therefore operates not merely as
administrative design but as a policy of cognitive and existential
participation.

Formal schooling, constitutions and ministries have been
shaping policies for ages, but, before that, the primitive culture has
already shaped human destiny for practicing language. Through
collective memory, co-ordinated planning, and shared myths,
language allowed the homosapiens to co-operate in large groups. In
that way, language turned the scattered tribes into civilization.

Yet, language does more than that. It shapes perception. The
perceptions in which its speaker listens, speaks and experiences the
language. So, when child enters school, the education is therefore the
expansion or contraction of cognitive possibilities. For a country like
India, where hundreds of languages coexist, the question of medium
of instruction becomes more crucial than administrative policy. It
becomes a question of epistemic access.

The National Education Policy 2020 recognizes this tension.
It recommends that children, at least until grade 5, and probably until
grade 8, should be taught in their mother tongue or regional language.
The policy frames multilingualism both as cognitive necessity and
cultural responsibility. But policy is just an idea. Practice is a structure.
This paper examines how that idea encounters the structural obstacles

in the District of Dakshin Dinajpur, West Bengal.
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Literature Review:

1.

Cummins’s (2000) Research in bilingual education shows
that strong foundational literacy in the first language supports
subsequent acquisition of additional languages.

Bialystok (2001) has shown that bilingual children often
develop hyper metalinguistic awareness and executive
control.

Census of India (2011), 121 major languages are spoken
by more than 10,000 speakers each, alongside hundreds of
smaller linguistic communities

UNESCO (2016) argues that early education in the mother-
tongue improves comprehension and reduces dropout rates,
particularly in marginalized communities.

National Education Policy (2020) proposes mother-
tongue or regional language instruction in foundational
years, continued but flexible implementation of the Three-
language formula, promotion of Indian classical and regional
languages, development of bilingual teaching materials.
Bureau of Applied Economics and statistics, Government
of West Bengal (2022) confirms that Dakshin Dinajpur
also reflects this plurality. While Bengali dominates
administrative and educational spaces, communities speaking
tribal languages (like Santali) form a significant presence.
These languages carry oral histories, ecological knowledge,
and social identities.

Objectives:
The particular objective

1.

To identify the reasons behind the fact that Dakshin Dinajpur
primary schools remain almost monolingual despite strong
policies.

To observe some of the focused strategies that can bridge

language barriers and bring real educational justice.
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Research Questions:
1. What factors block multilingual, multicultural education in
Dakshin Dinajpur’s primary schools, despite NEP 2020 ?
2. How does the primary school use the effective strategies to

teach in multiple local languages and cultures ?

Methodology:

This study adopts a qualitative document analysis approach.
Sources for data collection include the official text of the National
Education Policy (2020) and publicly available demographic data
from the census of India (2011). Other sources consist of peer-
reviewed articles of 2019, 2020 and 2025 on bilingual cognition,
multilingual pedagogy, and language policy. The analysis
followed a thematic framework. First, key provisions of NEP 2020
concerning multilingual education were identified. Second, structural
requirements (e.g. teacher preparation, material development,
administrative coordination) were examined. Third, available district
level linguistic data were used to contextualize implementation
challenges in Dakshin Dinajpur. This study does not include primary
fieldwork, interviews, or surveys. While this limits direct classroom-
level observation, document analysis is appropriate for evaluating
structural policy gaps and institutional capacity.

Findings:

RQ 1: Despite the recommendations for multilingual
pedagogy and translanguaging techniques by policy reforms, primary
schools in Dakshin Dinajpur are still predominantly monolingual.
Teachers often apply Bengali in their communication, which lack
inclusivity of languages such as Santali. A case study like Cummins
(2000) decleared in his paper, the failure of bilingual transitions
without foundational first-language literacy, while UNESCO (2016)
asserted the possibility of higher dropout rates in marginalized

communities due to lack of connectivity.
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RQ 2: Linguistic awareness can be developed in children
through practical steps like teacher’s workshop which focus on
translanguaging. Bialystok (2001) ensured that such initiatives
catalyze the amalgamation of local languages (e.g. Santali), along
with others included in Three-language formula.

Mondal and Soren (2019) primarily focused on Tribal development,
argues for recruitment of local, fluent para-teachers from tribal

communities.

Discussion:

The research, thus unveils strong arguments, formed through
its major findings, to provide a fruitful discussion, here:

RQ 1: The findings establish that blockages are structural,
not accidental. Teacher’s unpreparedness, sociolinguistic hierarchy,
and socio-economic disadvantages, all pile up to hamper the cognitive
progress of learners.

RQ 2: Some concrete, evidence-based strategies include
teacher preparation reform, local material development, community
integration, monitoring mechanisms and a creative use of Three-
Language Formula. It can be observed that such a step-by-step
approach is more convenient for the younger learners than generic
solutions, which are not supported by research or authentic data.

Conclusion:

The research suggests that the obstacles in this case are not
too abstract, but vivid through shortcomings in the ground level, due
to lack of proper implementation of policies, guided by NEP 2020,
clearly. Moreover, the matter’s relevance justifiably increases for a
district like Dakshin Dinajpur, which is rich in a traditional language.
In classrooms across Dakshin Dinajpur, that ancient human
inheritance struggles to cope up with the modern policy. The National
Education Policy, 2020 recognizes a simple yet effulgent truth: a child

understands the universe first in the language whispered at home.
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Can Pedagogy of Autonomy gears-up the
Teacher’s Autonomy in Academia?
Nandita Mondal
Asst. Professor, Department of English (B.Ed.)
Balurghat B.Ed. Collage (Autonomous)

»

“Who wants to live in the absence of freedom, Who wants to live ?...
(“FIRTO-2ToR (& e v @/ (& Jfbre viFe...”)
—Rangalal Bandyopadhyay

With the context of these two lines of Rangalal
Bandyopadhyay if it is said that autonomy or liberation has to be
considered as one of the basic human needs, I think there will not
be any exaggeration. Because a caged bird too wishes that one day
it will be liberated towards sky or to its own way. A jailbird also
enumerates days after days for his/her liberation. So, can we not
state that instinct to free will, free way of thinking, free deeds is a
driving force for our survival ? May be for others! But as a teacher, |
personally consider that teacher’s autonomy needs to be negotiate with
the pedagogy of autonomy for the interest of learners. Paulo Fraire, a
renowned Brazilian educator and philosopher terminated the concept
of autonomous pedagogy at the twentieth century to mechanize the
idea of post conservative pedagogical practice and to make the higher
education teaching practices more objectified for learner’s interest
where they can criticize, interrogates and thinks about the process
of teaching by their own cognitive capability. The aim to generate
the idea of liberation pedagogy is discussed elaborately in the
foreword section of the book, Pedagogy of Freedom (the translated
version,2021) by Paulo Freire.

Now, coming to my core point of teachers’ autonomy,
the first paragraph is the settle ground to introduce the idea of the

autonomy of the educators, the mediators, the motivators who lead
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better to say nourish this practice of free pedagogy. There are lots
of theories, state policies, national frameworks, choice-based credit
system for what ? The answer would be to generate and to mobilizing
the harsh free education to make the students benefited. But, what
about the teachers? Are there particular policies or mandates from
other stakeholders like states, nation, authority to generate teacher’s
autonomy in their pedagogical practices or broadly in the way of
culminate thinking and learning? Few of the policies are there like
National Education Policy 2020

(NEP 2020) which recommended, “Teachers will be given
more autonomy in choosing aspects of pedagogy, so that they may
teach in the manner they find most effective for the students in their
classroom. Teachers will also focus on social- emotional learning —
a critical aspect of any student’s holistic development. Teachers will
be recognized for novel approaches to teaching that improve learning
outcomes in their classrooms.” (NEP 2020: 5.14). T personally want
to raise my voice about the practicability of policy. Let me clarify
my objection. One afternoon in the month of October, 2024 when
just my institution was re-opened after the puja vacation one of my
colleagues was telling me ‘It is really very short time to complete
the whole syllabus for the next semester (4th) examination, how it
will be possible within 3 months....” Then I questioned myself if
this rush to complete syllabus and issuing certificates is the aim of
pedagogy then what will be the teacher’s role to make the students
equip to think critically, to resolute in their decisions, to cater self-
determination among them? The answer was a big zero. Yes, the
grass root level is not affected by these upper-level policy making;
teacher autonomy is not given enough attention, and there is a lack of
state or civil authorities’ awareness of the situation. The way policies
are actually implemented differs from how they are stated. Even
teachers are not free to decide how they want to mould a student’s

future path towards skilled nation or society designer. Benson
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properly claimed that teachers must adhere to schemes of work which
lay at the heart of framework that restricts teachers’ autonomy at their
institutional pedagogical practices and is maintained by panel chairs’
and superiors’ power as well as the fear of complaint and inspection.
(Benson,2010: 268).

In the book Pedagogy of Freedom: Ethics, Democracy and
Civic Courage it is stated, “I cannot be a teacher without exposing
who I am... one of my major preoccupations is the approximation
between what I say and what I do, between what I am actually
becoming.” (Clare et al.: 87).

Eventually, I think teachers’ autonomy is shuttered at state
of dilemma between what they can actually do and what they are
compelled to do for fostering the autonomous pedagogy. The only
hope maybe it is my reverie to experience the authority and other
stakeholders as a trustworthy agency of enforcing teachers’ autonomy;

their well-being in nearer future.
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An Ecocritical Reading of Thomas Hardy’s Far
from the Madding Crowd
Bappa Sarkar
M.Ed., 1st Semester
Balurghat B.Ed College (Autonomous)

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928), a well-known Victorian
realistic writer, was born in Dorset. England, and faced poverty and
the harsh realities of life. He began his creative career with poems
but rose to prominence as a novelist. Hardy has long been lauded
for his descriptive, regional language, as well as his portrayal and
appreciation of natural settings, which he skillfully utilized in
his works, particularly in his major books. Class problems, love,
marriage, friendship, the problem of time, and the question of human
life are all topics that appear throughout his novels and are frequently
discussed by crities. Previous studies have attempted to analyze
Hardy’s oeuvres in light of ecocriticism, focusing mostly on The
Return of the Native, and The Woodlanders, among his other creative
works, or illustrating the concept of ecological holism through the
relationship between two of his books. Ecocritics in The Return of
the Native, for example, remarked that man is at odds with nature,
and each character reacts differently to it. They also looked at how
nature is depicted and humanized in the novel, as well as how its
fundamental values contribute to ecological thinking. In a different
vein, the goal of this article is to conduct an in-depth examination
of Far from the Madding Crowd based on ecocritical ideas. For a
better understanding and proof of our argument, we present a brief
history and application of the ecocriticism school of thought, as well
as Hardy’s Wessex and ecological consciousness.

The protagonist, Gabriel Oak, and the antagonist, Sergeant
Troy, are representations of the two sides of life: rural and urban. Oak

is a farmer at the start of the tale, then a shepherd, and finally a bailiff.
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Oak is the novel’s only character whose actions, experiences, and
lifestyle are so intertwined with his surroundings that he is regarded
as a traditional man, and this traditionalistic behavior, as Hardy
demonstrates in the nineteenth century, is a call for a return to the
peace that man once had with nature. “Oak’s character has no fixed
boundaries, but is constantly in flux, always a consequence of his
relationships with whatever around him” [6, 2001, p. 130). He is the
lover, supporter, and symbol of nature because of his extraordinary
skill in shearing, his fair and humane care of the animals, and his
awareness of the weather. Oak is so gifted with nature that he
misidentifies an artificial light as a “star low down beneath the
plantation’s fringes.” [8, p. 27, 2012]

When I read this paragraph, the first thing that jumps to mind
is Oak’s odd and deep knowledge of animals, such as how a wandering
toad can indicate poor weather or how promenading spiders resemble
sheep. The second question is why Oak is so concerned with the
tiniest elements of his surroundings. The obvious response is that
these things are all part of Oak’s instinct, or that nature is reflected
in his personality. Oak has such a strong connection to nature that he
can foresee minor weather changes. He is a part of nature because
he is the one who establishes such a beautiful relationship with
animals and his surroundings. Oak is a Symbol of peace and harmony
throughout the story. In terms of the environment, 66 Volume 73 of
the ILSHS.

Humans are to build a symbiotic relationship with nature that
benefits all parties involved, that is to say, man is a member, a part
but not a ruler of the ecosystem, and his survival is dependent on
all aspects of the ecosystem, just as oak is to animals, humans, and
nature.

Sergeant Troy, on the other hand, has no expertise in
farming or his surroundings. He makes money by exploitation of
the agricultural environment. He’s simply “feeling, considering, and
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caring” for what’s in front of his eyes [8, 2012, p. 202]. Thus his
function in the story is that of an ecosystem violator, either by causing
friction between Boldwood and Bathsheba, resulting in his death or
by causing discord between Oak as a archetype of nature and himself
as a voice of civilization. “One of Troy’s functions in the narrative
is to break the ordered pattern of rural life,” according to Geoffrey
Harvey (2003) [7. P. 62].

Hardy creates the setting in which unseen and obscure
items stand out, to remind the reader of the overlooked nonhuman
perspectives and inspire him or her to become more environmentally
conscious. Ecocritics respect Hardy because “he illustrates the
possibility of nature writing that is not necessarily in quest of
stability, not just antagonistic to change and invasion” [6,2001, p.
138], in other words, Hardy does not separate nature Fand man, and
their relationship is always fluid and moving. Hardy dignifies the
role of nature to the level of human people, unlike his contemporaries
who picked a natural environment for their works through which
human acts took place. Hardy urged the readers to identify the values
ingrained in nature and deal with environmental problems, as is the
case with ecocriticism, by illustrating the relationship between man
and nature and setting his characters in line and Sometimes to the test
with their environments. It is the job of ecocritic scholars to show
how these values like language, meaning, imagination, and so on are
transmitted in literature to better understand our environment.

In a world beset by severe ecological and environmental
challenges, works by great authors like Thomas Hardy serve as a
reminder of a simpler, more beautiful time when man lived in
harmony with environment. Hardy’s interest in Romanticism, his
belief in Darwin’s theories, and his concern for and participation in
the sympathetic link between man and nature, man and animal, and a
man with man are all aspects of his ecological consciousness.

Apart from the love narrative, the majority of Far from the
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Madding Crowd is devoted to the depiction of scenery and country
culture. Hardy’s eloquent and graceful focus on the intrinsic qualities
of nature and his Wessex builds separation between Weatherbuy’s
pastoral milieu and Bath’s metropolitan life. Characters such as
Gabriel Oak and others live in a local environment where nature
plays an important role in their happiness. Readers would be
environmentally educated about the principles Hardy inspired in them
after contemplating a study of a harmonious relationship between
man and nature in Far from the Madding Crowd, which contributes
to their ecological thinking in the hope of appreciating and protecting

nature.
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Yoga For Wellnces, Wisdom and world Peace
Sajan Chandra Rai
M.Ed Department, 1st Semester
Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

Yoga, derived from the Sanskrit yuj (to unite), In a
comprehensive, ancient practice that its grates the body, mind and
spirit to foster holistic wellness, wisdom and word peace. It is widely
recognized as a “way of life” that transcends physical exercise
offencing a pathway to inner serenity and global harmony through

the principles of self awareness and compassion.

Yoga for Wellness:

I combines physical postures (asanas), breathing
(pranayama) and meditation to harmonize mind, body and spirit
for boosting flexibility, strength, balance and mental Well being by
reducing stress, improving sleep and supporting overall health habits,
with benefits like better postures, circulation and chronic pain relief.
Starting gently with poses like downward dog, warrior poses and tree
pose, synchronized with breadth and awareness, creates a holistic

path to vitality.

Yoga for Wisdom :

It centers on Jnana Yoga (the path of knowledge) and
practices that cultivate inner knowing self-inquiry and direct
experience of reality, going beyond book learning to realize your
true, universal self key practice include meditation, self study (Suadh
yoga), contemplation and specific asanas (like shoulderstand or poses
stimulating the throat chakra) that quiet the mind, enhance awareness,
and lead to deeper understanding and compassionate action, aligning

the soul with Consciousness.
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Yoga for World Peace:

Yoga fosters world peace by cultivating inner calm, self-
awareness and compassion through and meditation, creating a ripple
effect where individual peace contributes to global harmony, uniting
body, mind and spirit for universal well-being and balance. Practices
like Yoga Nidra and chanting further enhance this by promoting deep

relaxation and radiating positive vibrations.
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The Art of Starting Again
Bidisha Barman
B.Ed., 1st Semester
Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

Let’s be honest. Your plan was perfect. The timetable was colour-
coded. The goals were written in that one good pen. You were this
close to becoming the most productive version of yourself and then
life casually walked in, sat down uninvited, and said, “Not today.”
And just like that, you were starting again.

Here’s what they don’t teach between semesters -failure has
terrible timing. It never arrives when you’re already low. It waits.
Patiently. Until you’ve just told someone, “Yes, I've got it together
now,” and then strikes with the precision of a professor asking the
one question you skipped.

Scientifically speaking, your brain in failure mode releases
cortisol — the stress hormone that makes everything feel permanent
and overwhelming. That voice saying, “This is it, 'm finished, I
should’ve chosen a different path” — that’s not reality. That’s cortisol
being dramatic on your behalf. Thank it. Then ignore it.

Because here is the uncomfortable truth about people who
eventually succeed: they begin again, when there is no visible reason
to feel hopeful. Not because they are fearless. Not because they
receive a sign. But because remaining where they fell is no longer an
option.

Every exam you had to retake, every rewritten application,
every “okay, one more try” whispered to yourself at midnight — that
is not desperation. That is character being built in real time, without
audience, without applause.

And as future educators, this lesson may be the most

important one we carry — not just for ourselves, but for every student
who will one day sit in front of us believing they are behind.
The career you want doesn’t care how many times you fell. The
version of you that gets there will carry every restart like quiet proof
— proof that when it mattered, you chose to get up over and over
again, even when nobody was watching.

Especially when no one was watching.

This is not merely motivation. It is the reality of growth.
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Women Empowerment
Shreyoshi Chakraborty
B.Ed., 1st Semester
Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

The term “Women Empowerment” is not simply granting For women
the equal rights and freedom but also ensuring financial independence
and safety. Women Empowerment also encompasses the overall
development and indistinguishable rights of every single girl child,
so that when they evolve as an adult, they should be steady competent
souls. Women face discrimination in most sectors like education,
health, medical assistance, economic opportunities and also in political
participation. Women in our country experience discrimination
rooted in patriarchy, which means “the rule of the father”, where men
exercise the highest authority and are unquestionable and undirected
by women. Now the question arises, why is Women Empowerment
necessary ?

Women Empowerment is essential for sustainable economic growth
and achieving holistic social development of any country. First and
foremost, women must be brought into the workforce and leadership
roles for grooming and uplifting the condition of the Nation. Living
in a male dominated society, women have been residing under
the shackles of enslavement for centuries. Key actions of women
empowerment rotate around supporting girls’ schooling, promoting
equal pay and leadership in work place, challenging the stereotype,
traditional gender norms. It is very important for women to break the
social barriers; believe in her potentials and achieve anything she
desires. We must encourage every woman to have proper belief in
her inner self and develop an attitude of self-worth and self-value, be
proud of everything that she does every day and not dimming her inner
light for anyone else. As the famous quote of Michelle Obama goes,

“There is no limit to what we, as women can accomplish.” Women
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in rural areas, often hesitate and get scared of pursuing education and
have less desire to learn. They are deprived of education due to many
factors like socio-cultural, economic, safety risks, early marriage and
pregnancy, household work pressure and also uncongenial behaviour
from family members. Thus, it is very much necessary to make them
aware of the significance of education in their lives, which will assist
them in boosting their status. And it is only possible through literacy,
education, training and awareness creation. It is important to relieve
women of household obligation, so that, they too can be active in the
job market as men.

Thus, in conclusion I would like to bring into light the famous quote
of Swami Vivekananda which states that — “There is no chance of the
welfare of the world unless the condition of women is improved. It is
not possible for a bird to fly on one wing.” It is just because women
are the backbone of a progressive, balanced and advanced world. To

empower the world, we need to empower the women first.
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MUSIC: TO FEEL, TO HEAL, TO BE HAPPY
Priyashi Saha
B.Ed., 1st Semester
Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

“Saadhe, sangeet kt dhun mein, aama ko pehchaano” (Listen to the
melody of music, and recognize your soul)
— Kabir Da
In a world where happiness is a universal desire, statistics
show that 71% of people across 30 countries consider themselves
happy, with India topping the list at 88%. However, despite this
seemingly positive outlook, data suggests that we are getting less
happy over time. So, how can we break this trend and find happiness
and relaxation in our chaotic lives?
The answer might he in music. “Music is the divine way to
send loveliness into the hearts of men”- George Eliot. Truer words
have never been spoken. Music is like a best friend who’s always
there to lift you up. When life gets tough, a single Tune can turn your
day around in seconds.
Science tells us that happiness is linked to four key hormones.
Music, it turns out, is a potent trigger for these “happy hormones”.
» Listening to music you love releases dopamine ( a reward chemical),
up to 9% higher activating hrain reward Pathways.

» Group singing or ametinnal music increases oxytocin, mhancing
social bonding and reducing anxiety.

» Endorphins which is a pain killer chemical also linked as upbeat
music releases natural pain relievers and joy.

» Music positively impacta serotonin levels as it stabilizes mood and
manages depression.

» Calming music lowers cortisol, the primary stress hormone.

Music’s impact goes beyond just triggering happy bormones.

William Coogreve said “Music is the divine way to soothe a savage
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soul”. It can reduce stress and anxiety, boost mood, improve cognitive
function, manage pain, and enhance sleep. Incorporating music into
daily life can be a game changer. Whether it’s listening to calming
tunes, playing an instrument, or singing along, music is a simple yet
powerful tool for maintaining good health.

Rumi’s poetry often explores music’s role in love and
spirituality, as he once said “Mohabbat mein nahi hai farg rehne meis
aur jeene mein, andaazaa usool hai mera, sunaane mein aur gaane
mein which implies that “There is no difference between living and
existing in love, let them bel my principle lies in singing and make you
listening. But how does music work its magie ? For starters, music is
a mood manipulatne. For example, got a sad song stuck in your head ?
Swap it out for an upbeat banget, and suddenly you’re vibing harder
than before. It’s like having a personal happiness trainer, minus the
sweat. “Music has healing properties”-Nick Homby. It can calm your
nerves, pump you up, or make you dance like nobody’s watching.

Music is also a time machine. It’s a reminder of the good
times, the bad times, and everything in between. And let’s not forget
the feels. Music speaks to our emotions in a way words oflen can’t.
When you’re feeling low, a song with lyrics that hit home can be
a game-changer. It’s like someone’s saying, “Hey, I get you.” As
Adele puts it, “My music is about someone Who’s lost and trying to
find themselves.” Here’s a little something to unwind:

“Softly falls the melody,
Like whisper in the night,
Gentle rhythms, soothing soul,
Music is peaceful, pure delight.
“Iechhe kore rohir kirone, surer mala gaathi” (I want to weave a
garland of melodies in the sunshine)
— Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay.
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In quiet moments, let it play,
And let your worries fade away,
Like a gentle breeze on a summer’s day,
Music heals, and brings you peace to stay.”

As you navigate life’s chaos, remember music is healing
power. Music is a happiness hack you can access anywhere. It is a
universal language that evokes emotions. A few beautiful quotes on
music everyone should feel:

» “The music is not in the notes, but in the silence between.”-
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.

» “Music expresses that which cannot be put into words and that
which cannot remain silent.” -Victor Hugo.

» “Music is the soundtrack of our lives.”-Dennis Miller.

» “Where words fail, music speaks.” Hans Christian Andersen.

As we’ve seen, music is more than just a hobby or
entertainment-it’s a way to connect with ourselves, others, and the
world around us. Whether you are a fan of classical, rock, pop or
something else, music evokes the power to move you, inspire you,
and make you feel alive. So, go ahead, press play, and let the music
take you away.

Let’s end with a verse from Tagore’s Gitanjali:
“Songeet rundor shrinkhol, baadhe mon ke, baadhe praan” (Music
fills the infinite between two souls).

To conclude music connects us, heala us, and makes us happy.
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You Freedom Now, You Nature Now
Rashed Mondal
B.Ed., 1st Semester
Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

A pain in your heart

Is weakening the red of your blood.

What you set as your goal and where,

Is now blur to your eyes.

The love you searched for and wasted your time on
Made you emotionless, reasonless, absurd.

On the verge of your life, you lost yourself.

You were no life then but the cold stone

Waited to become the sand of the river.

You rubbed yourself until you reached the mouth of
The river to become the mud of the delta.

You enslaved yourself to nature to be free.

You freedom now, you nature now.

No One Screams in My Head Anymore
Soumyajit Chowdhury

I am the stillness after the scream,
The silence that chokes the end of a dream.
The clock ticks, but never strikes -

Time mocks me in quiet, cruel spikes.

They come when I’'m weakest, not clothed in fire,

But draped in my failures, my buried desires.
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Not demons-no, they’re far more real:

They wear my regrets, they know what I feel.

They don’t torment with pitchforks or flame,
They whisper truths-and they use my name.
“You won’t make it,” they hum, “you never do.

You’ve planned it all, but seen nothing through.”

Their voices slither through every thought,
Tying my mind in a dying knot.
“You missed the moment,” they grin and sneer,

“Now live in the echo of wasted fear.”

I used to belleve in systems, in light —
But that was before the collapse of night.
Utopia? A corpse dressed in hope.

Faith ? Just another noose-shaped rope.

I lie awake in rooms so still,
Haunted not by ghosts, but will.
Or rather, its corpse — unmoving, cold,

A future that rusts, unwritten, old.

The tasks I dreamt, the goals I made,
Lie buried in this mental grave.
I pace the walls of a crumbling mind,

With nothing ahead, and worse behind.

And yet I rise not from hope or grace,

But because despair has made its place.

And if these voices are all I own,

Then let them speak — I’1l die alone.
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THE TREE

Shreyasi Ghosh

B.Ed., 1st Semester

Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

The tree is a god for me.

He gives as life to live free.

He gives us oxygen and food loo.

And the tree gives sticks named Bamboo.
He gives us also flower and fruit.

He absorbs water with his root.

We should love all the trees.

To spent our life lime with relief.

THE WAY OF THE WORLD
Ankona Das

Every person strives to be worthy,
But nobody clears the doubt.

We don’t need the sympathy,
Only need the way out.

Further we go, the murky it gets,
Curiosity leads the way.

Someone asks, then their contemplation sets,

No matter what they say, but knowledge saves the day.

Flourishing to get to the top,

Making a history of our own.
Fading stars were never true,
but the memories were sown.

Piling up our victory,
and taking down the sores.
With our destinies purled,

This is the way of the world.
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Value Education in Modern Society
Mandira Dutta
M.Ed., 1st Semester
Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

Intoday’s world of rapid change, value education has emerged
as one of the most important components of education. Academic
knowledge and technical abilities are crucial for professional success,
but they are insufficient on their own to create a society that is
progressive, peaceful, and healthy. The development of moral values,
ethical behaviour, empathy, accountability, and respect for others are
the main goals of value education. Value education is essential for
creating responsible and balanced citizens in today’s world, where

people are exposed to a wide range of influences and difficulties.

Meaning of value Education:

The process of educating and learning about values that a
society deems significant is referred to as value education. These
consist of justice, cooperation, compassion, tolerance, honesty,
integrity, and respect. It encompasses social connections, family, and
community as well as official education in schools. The intention is
to assist people in being morally upright and capable of making moral

choices in daily life.

Importance of value Education in Modern Society:
Rapid technological development, globalization, and cultural
diversity are characteristics of modern society. Opportunities are
brought about by these developments, but there are drawbacks as well,
like heightened competition, stress, materialism, and interpersonal
disputes. Value education becomes crucial in this situation for a

number of reasons:
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1. Encouraging Ethical Conduct

Growing opportunities can increase the likelihood of unethical
behaviour including exploitation, dishonesty, and corruption, Value
education helps people conduct honorably in both their personal and

professional lives by instilling in them a sense of right and wrong.

2. Creating Social Harmony

People from many backgrounds, cultures, and religions
coexist in today’s diverse civilizations. Value education fosters
understanding, tolerance, and respect all of which are essential for

harmonious cohabitation.

3. Building Conscientious Citizens

Responsible citizens who understand their rights and
responsibilities are essential to a strong nation. Respect for the law,
civic duty, and involvement in community development are all

encouraged by value education.

4. Increasing Intelligence in Emotions

Stress, worry, and emotional difficulties are common in
today’s fast-paced society. Values like self-control, empathy, and
patience enable people to efficiently manage their emotions and

preserve wholesome relationships.

5. Negative Influence Counteraction
Sometimes negative behaviour are encouraged by the media,
peer pressure, and social networks. Value education serves as a

compass, assisting people in making moral decisions.

Fundamentally, value education is the process of educating
and learning about values that are valued by society. Honesty,

integrity, respect, empathy, accountability, tolerance, and cooperation
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are some of these principles. Value education strives for a person’s
holistic development by influencing attitudes, beliefs, and behaviour,
in contrast to academic disciplines that primarily concentrate on
intellectual growth. It enables people to live in harmony with others
in addition to achieving personal accomplishment.

The growing impact of materialism is one of the main reasons
value education is crucial in today’s culture. Today, a lot of individuals
see goods, wealth, and prestige as indicators of success. Economic
development is vital, but an overemphasis on material benefits
frequently results in corruption, greed, and immoral behaviour. By
reminding people that true success also entails moral integrity, social
responsibility, and personal fulfilment, value education serves as a
counterbalance. It inspires people to make moral decisions even in
trying circumstances.

The contribution value education makes to fostering societal
harmony is another important factor. People from all backgrounds,
ethnicity, religions, and languages coexist in today’s incredibly diverse
civilizations. Conflict, bias, and misunderstandings can occasionally
result from this diversity. Respect for individual differences and the
notion of unity in diversity are fostered via value education. It teaches
people to be tolerant, respect different viewpoints, and settle disputes
amicably. In this sense, it helps create a society that is more unified
and inclusive.

Additionally, the impact of social media and technology
has increased the need for value education. Technology has made
communication and information more accessible, but it has also
brought about problems like cyberbully, false information, and
a decrease in in-person relationships. Online information, which
may not always reflect positive ideals, has a significant impact on
young people in particular. Value education enables people to use
technology sensibly and morally by fostering their moral judgement
and critical thinking abilities. Additionally, it promotes kindness and
empathy, which are sometimes absent from internet encounters.
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Value education is largely imparted by families and
educational institutions. In the past, families were the main places
where children learned morals through contact and observation.
However, families might not always be able to offer enough guidance
due to shifting lifestyles and growing work demands. As a result, it
is crucial for educational institutions to incorporate value education
within their curricula. This can be accomplished through instruction
in the classroom, extracurricular activities, and fostering a supportive
school climate where moral principles are upheld.

In the process of value education, teachers in particular
serve as role models. Their actions, demeanour, and interactions with
students leave a lasting impression. Students are more inclined to
embrace honesty, justice, and respect when their professors exhibit
these qualities. In a similar vein, exercises like moral dilemmas,
community service, group debates, and storytelling can aid students
in comprehending and applying values in practical settings. Value
education should emphasize practical application rather than just
theoretical understanding.

Value education not only benefits individuals and society,
but it also advances the country. Strong moral principles increase
thpe likelihood that a society will be progressive, peaceful, and
just. Corruption, violence, and discrimination can all be lessened
when persons behave morally and responsibly. Additionally, value
education fosters a sense of civic duty and motivates people to actively
engage in democratic processes. It encourages people to work for the
common good and fosters a sense of obligation to the country.

Furthermore, emotional health and value education are tightly
related. People frequently feel stressed, anxious, and alone in today’s
fast-paced society. Compassion, thankfulness, and self-control are
examples of values that support people in leading fulfilling lives. They
provide people a feeling of direction and purpose, which is crucial
for mental and emotional well-being. Value education aids people in
achieving both inner calm and exterior success by emphasizing inner
development.
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Despite its significance, there are a number of obstacles to
value education’s application in contemporary society. The absence
of a coherent framework and consistent methodology is a significant
obstacle. Values can be arbitrary and differ between cultures and
people. Finding universal principles that are universally acknowledged
and pertinent in various situations is crucial. The discrepancy between
knowledge and practice is another issue. Although they may be aware
of values, people may not always act in accordance with them. This
emphasizes the importance of ongoing reinforcement and experiential
learning.

A cooperative strategy is necessary to overcome these
obstacles. To advance value education, families, communities,
schools, and governments must collaborate. Technology and the media
can also be utilized constructively to raise awareness and encourage
moral behaviour Value-based education should be incorporated into
policies at all levels, and educators should have the necessary training
to implement it successfully. Above all, people must accept personal
accountability for their own moral growth.

In conclusion, a key element of contemporary society is
value education. It is essential for maintaining sustainable growth,
fostering social peace, and moulding responsible people. Values
serve as a compass in a complex and unpredictable world, pointing
people in the correct direction. By incorporating value education into
every facet of life, we may build a society that is rich in integrity,
compassion, and humanity in addition to being technologically and
economically sophisticated.
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Remembering My School Days
Yam Bahadur Chettri
M.Ed. 1st semester
Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

School days are often described as the happiest and most
memorable period of one’s life. Even my school life has good
memories. They are filled with learning, laughter, friendship,
discipline, and personal growth. Whenever I sit quietly and think
about my school days, a flood of memories comes rushing back.
Those years were not only about studying textbooks but also about
discovering myself, building character, and creating friendships that
will last a lifetime. Remembering my school days brings a smile to
my face and fills my heart with gratitude.

My school life began with a mixture of excitement and
nervousness. I still remember my first day at school when I held my
parents’ hands tightly and looked around at the new environment.
The classrooms, playground, and teachers seemed unfamiliar at first.
Gradually, however, I became comfortable and started enjoying the
daily routine of school. Wearing a clean uniform, carrying a school
bag filled with books, and meeting friends every morning became a
regular and joyful part of my life.

One of the most important parts of my school day was
the morning assembly. All students gathered in the school ground,
standing in neat rows according to their classes. We sang the prayer,
listened to the news headlines, and shared the “thought of the day.”
The assembly taught us discipline, punctuality, and respect for others.
It also created a sense of unity and belonging among students. These
small daily practices helped shape our character and prepared us to
become responsible citizens.

Teachers played a very significant role in making my school

days meaningful. They were not only instructors who taught subjects
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but also mentors who guided us in life. Their patience, dedication,
and encouragement helped us overcome difficulties in studies and
personal life. Some teachers were strict, while others were friendly,
but all of them cared deeply about our success. They inspired us to
work hard, be honest, and believe in ourselves. I still remember the
appreciation I received from my teachers when I performed well in
exams or participated in competitions. Their words of encouragement
boosted my confidence and motivated me to do better.

The classroom was a place where learning became an
exciting journey. Each subject opened a new window of knowledge.
Mathematics improved my logical thinking, science helped me
understand the natural world, and social studies taught me about
history, geography, and society. Language classes enhanced my
communication skills and creativity. Teachers used various teaching
methods such as storytelling, group discussions, projects, and practical
activities to make learning interesting. These experiences helped me
develop curiosity and a love for learning that continues even today.

Apart from academic learning, school life also included
many co-curricular and extracurricular activities. These activities
played a vital role in developing our talents and personality. I enjoyed
participating in sports, cultural programs, debates, and drawing
competitions. The annual sports day was one of the most exciting
events of the year. Students competed in races, games, and team
events with great enthusiasm. Winning a prize brought immense joy,
but even participating taught us the values of teamwork, discipline,
and sportsmanship.

Another unforgettable aspect of my school days was the
friendship I shared with my classmates. Friends made school life
lively and enjoyable. We studied together, shared lunch during
recess, and supported each other during difficult times. Sometimes
we had small disagreements, but we always resolved them quickly

and continued our friendship.
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These friendships taught me the importance of cooperation,
kindness, and understanding. Even today, many of my school friends
remain close to my heart.

School trips and excursions were also memorable
experiences. Visiting historical places, museums, parks, and science
centres provided us with practical knowledge beyond the classroom.
These trips were full of fun, adventure, and learning. We enjoyed
traveling together, playing games, and exploring new places. Such
experiences helped us develop independence, confidence, and social
skills.

Examinations were another important part of school life.
Although they sometimes created stress and anxiety, they taught us
the value of hard work and preparation. Studying for exams helped us
develop discipline, concentration, and time management skills. After
completing exams, we felt a sense of relief and accomplishment. The
joy of receiving good results and promotion to the next class was
always a proud moment for both students and parents.

School celebrations and festivals added colour and happiness
to our routine. Events such as Independence Day, Republic Day,
Teachers’ Day, Children’s Day, and annual functions were celebrated
with great enthusiasm. Students performed dances, songs, and
dramas, showcasing their talents and creativity. These celebrations
helped us understand our culture, traditions, and national values.
They also created a joyful atmosphere that strengthened the bond
between students and teachers.

My school days also taught me valuable life lessons. I
learned the importance of honesty, respect, responsibility, and hard
work. Teachers encouraged us to help others, maintain cleanliness,
and follow rules. Participation in group activities helped me develop
leadership qualities and teamwork. Facing challenges and overcoming
failures taught me resilience and perseverance. These lessons have
guided me throughout my life and continue to influence my decisions

and actions.
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Looking back, I realize that school was not just a place
for academic learning but a training ground for life. It shaped my
personality, built my confidence, and prepared me to face future
challenges. The memories of laughter in the classroom, games in the
playground, guidance from teachers, and support from friends remain
fresh in my mind. They remind me of a time when life was simple,

joyful, and full of dreams.

Similarly, remembering my school days fills me with
happiness and nostalgia. Those years were truly the golden period
of my life. They provided me with knowledge, values, skills, and
friendships that will stay with me forever. Even as time moves
forward, the memories of my school days continue to inspire me to

learn, grow, and strive for success in life.

JefREit .9, FeTe (FHiFTe) 389 ot



From Hills to Plains

Vishal Sha

B.Ed., 3rd Semester

Balurghat B.Ed. College (Autonomous)

I left where the mountains breathe in silence,
Where clouds rest gently on familiar skies.
Where every path knows my footsteps -

And every face carries a piece of home.

A train arrived, not just of steel and motion,
But of distance, of change, of quiet goodbyes.
I carried a bag.

And a heart full of questions.

Through the window, the world kept shifting —
Hills slowly bowed to endless plains,
Rivers stretched wider,

And the air felt strangely new.

Between stations and sleepless nights,
I realized-Some journeys are not meant to be easy,

Only necessary.

Balurghat welcomed me without knowing my story,
With roads that felt unfamiliar,

And voices | was learning to understand.

Yet, in its simplicity, there was warmth -

A kindness that needed no translation.

Still, the life of a student is not light -

It carries unseen weight. Lessons in classrooms.
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And lessons beyond them -

Of loneliness, of adjustment, of silent strength.

As a B.Ed, learner, I walk a path of becoming,
Not just to teach, But to understand -

That every student carries a story like mine.

The hills taught me stillness,
The plains teach me movement.
And somewhere between the two,

I am learning to stand on my own.

This journey is not just about reaching.
But about changing -
From who I was,

To who I am yet to be.
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“There is just one character here and that is Soumitra chatterjee.
Tritio Onko Otoyed Probably is the first openly autobiographical
play in Bengali. It’s not, of course, the whole think there is hardly
anything about Satyajit Roy or sisir Bhaduri because I have written
about them else-were. My film career finds minimal space in this
play because the focus is mare philosophic but I have tried to find
entertaining anecdotes and humors oust dements to narrate and at
times enact through the three actors, Soumitra Chatterjee told Metro
during rehearsals at Madhusudan Mancha.”>
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equally can did and self-critical, for instance concerning his mother

and wife, aided by the device of the two other actors (all three
appear in the same uniform simultaneously) interrogating him on his
personal life. This semi-alienation effect imparts an objectivity unlike
what chatterjee rightly decries ‘projecting one’s personal vanity’ in
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“Folklore means folk learning; it comprehends all knowledge

that is transiled by word of mouth and all crafts....

Folklore includes folk art, folkcrafts, folk tools, folk cootume,
folk custom, folk belief, folk medicine, folk recipes, folk music, folk
dance, folk games, folk gestures and folk speech, as well as those
verbal forms of expression which have been called folk literature but
which are better described as verbal art “. (W. Bascom — Int. Encypd,
1958, P. 496)
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